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TO THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO HAVE SERVED OUR COUNTRY ... IN THE FIGHTING 
LINE . . . AND IN THE PRODUCTION LINE ... WE DEDICATE THIS PICTORIAL HIS- 
TORY OF MARE ISLAND, STRATEGIC PACIFIC CENTER FOR NAVAL SHIP CONSTRUCTION 
AND REPAIR. THE SACRIFICES OF THOSE WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES. OF THOSE MAIMED 
AND WOUNDED, IN THE GREAT STRUGGLE JUST CONCLUDED, ARE INDELIBLY IN- 
SCRIBED IN OUR HEARTS. MANY DIED ON THE FIELDS OF BATTLE, AND SOME ON THE 
PRODUCTION LINE. THE BRIGHTEST ROOM IN THE IMMORTAL HALL OF HONOR OF 
OUR MEMORIES SHALL BE RESERVED FOR THEM. THE MIGHTY ARMS OF THE UNITED 
STATES THAT DELIVERED THE VICTORY PUNCH STARTED AT HOME, AND WHEREVER 
MEN AND WOMEN CAVE SUPPORT OF THEIR WORKING HOURS AND THEIR WAR 
BOND PURCHASES ALONG THOSE LINES, FROM PRODUCTION CENTERS TO THE BAT- 
TLEFRONT5, THERE THE BADGE OF HONOR SHINES ALSO. SUCH A PRODUCTION 
CENTER WAS MARE ISLAND. 

STARTING WITH THIS EARLY CHART OF MARE ISLAND, THE SPOTLIGHT SHINES ON 
MANY VIGNETTES OF HISTORY UP TO THE PRESENT DAYS Of OUR YEAR. IT IS WITH 
HUMBLE APOLOGIES THAT THE EDITORS OF THIS BOOK USED THE PERSONALIZED 
"WE,' BUT THE TIES BETWEEN MARE ISLAND AND ITS MOTHER CITY OF VALLEJO. 
CALIFORNIA. ARE SO CLOSE THAT 'WE' INDEED FEEL A PART OF THE MARE ISLAND 
ACHIEVEMENT. 

THE ASSISTANCE OF THE PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE AT MARE ISLAND, IN SUPPLY- 
ING MUCH INFORMAtlONAL MATERIAL AND MANY PICTURES FOR THIS BOOK. IS 
GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGED 

LUTHER GIBSON. PUBLISHER 
VALLEJO TIMES-HERALD 
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fln EPIC IS BORR 

DUST 5TIII KUNG ON THE TRAILS or THE 40ER'S. THE CRY "GOLD! " RANG IN THE lAND. A LUSTY NEW STATE HAD JUST BEEN BORN 
"CALIFORNIA!- AND, IN THAT SAME FATEFUL YEAR OF 1850, THE UNITED STATES MADE ONE OF ITS WISEST INVESTMENTS~THE PUR- 
CHASE OF MARE fSLAND . . . THIRTY-FIVE MILES NORTHEAST OF SAN FRANCISCO ON AN ARM OF SAN PABLO BAY THIS ISLAND OF 
SCRUBBY TREES AND PRAIRIE GRASS HAD QUIETLY AWAITED ITS DESTINY. ACROSS THE DEEP CHANNEL WERE THE ROLLING HILLS AND 
LANDS OF THE CATTLE BARON, GENERAL MARIANO GUADALUPE VALLEJO, WHO GAVE HIS NAME TO THE CITY OF VALLEJO. THAT 
NOW THRIVING COMMUNITY WHOSE LIFE IS SO CLOSELY INTERTWINED WITH MARE ISLAND . . . THE HARD RIDING GENERAL, FRIEND 
OF THE GOVERNOR OF MEXICO, BUT CHAMPION OF STATEHOOD, WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE QUAINT NAME OF THE NOW GIGANTIC 
NAVAL SHIP REPAIR AND BUILDING YARD. ONE BLUSTERY AFTERNOON A SUDDEN SQUALL OVERTURNED A CATTLE BARGE TRANS- 
PORTING THE GENERAL'S FAVORITE WHITE MARE ACROSS THE STRAITS. THE MARE FINALLY SCRAMBLED TO SAFETY ON THE SMALL 
ISLAND. FOUND SEVERAL DAYS LATER. RUNNING WILD ON THAT YET UNNAMED BIT OF LAND, THE HORSE WAS RETURNED TO HER 
OWNER, WHO HENCEFORTH CALLED THE ISLAND "ISLA DE LA TERGUE," OR ISLAND OF THE MARE - NOW KNOWN AS MARE ISLAND. 






ROM CLIPPER SHIPS 
t& STEEL AND STEAM 






\n th« wake of the GoJd RusK, and in ever-increoting numbers, came 
th« fCttleri. Long columns of ox corti ond covered wagoni itreamcd 
acro» the plaint, over the Great Divide and down the Pacific ilopei. Ship- 
load after thiplood rounded the Horn, heoded for the promised land. 
Colifornio became the first of the United State* bordering on the broad 
reaches of the Pocific Ocean. 

With this growth in population came increoiing governmental 
reiponsibilities. Realizing theie responsibilities, the U. S, Novy had 
lurveys under way as eorly os 1850, ond in that year Commodore John 
O. Sloal, USN. recommcirded the purchase of Marc Uland at a home base 
for servicing and supplying the grovring number of ships the Noyy must 
keep in the Pocific. 

The investment of a paltry $83,410 brought to our Government a base 
which, in 90 years, was to become the most Important naval construction 
and repair yard in the Pacific 

Mare Island was ofTicialty established as a Navy Yard on 16 Seplem' 
ber IS54 when then Commonder Dovid G. Forrogut, USN, took first com- 
mand. The yard become home base for the Pocific Squadron of 13 wooden 
ihipt. 

txcerpts from Forrogut'i first letter to the Secretary of the Navy, 
written on IS September 1SS4, ore of historical interest: 

SAN FRANCISCO 

SEPT. iSTH, lt$4 
Sit: 

1 HAVE THE MOMOU TO REPORT MY ARRIVAL AT THIS PLACE YESTEROAY 
I4TH INST., AND HAVE MADE ARRANGEMENTS TO MOVE THE ■'WARREN" 
UP TO ■■MARE lELAND^^ AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. IT WILL BE ABSOLUTELY 
NECESSARY TO HOUSE IN A PORTION OF HER DECK, TO MAKE US COM- 
FORTABLE WHICH SHALL BE DONE AS ECONOMICALLY AS POSSIBLE. I FIND 
PRICES VERY HIGH HERE GENERALLY, 8UT A STATE OF THINGS EXISTS THAT 
CANNOT LAST LONG— THAT IS ALMOST EVERY MAN WHO WORKS, SUP- 
PORTS AT LEAST ONE IF NOT TWO IDLERS AND HE WHO WORKS EXACTS 
FU'.L WAGES— BUT I HAVE NO DOUBT THAT WE WILL BE ABLE TO GET 
LABORERS AT SI OR S4 PER DAY AND THE MECHANICS AT %k OR J8 TIMBER IS 
LOWER NOW THAN EVER KNOWN HERE, IN FACT THINGS GENERALLY SELL 
AT MODERATE PRICES BY WHOLESALE. 

WHERE MEN ARE EMPLOYED BY THE MONTH (AS THE ARMY OO IN 
BUILDING FORTS) THEY CAN BE HAD AT SU PER MONTH AND FOUND, BUT 
THIS 1 THINK A BAD AS WELL AS A MORE EXPENSIVE PLAN FOR US, AS 
WE WOULD HAVE TO BUILD THE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR THE MEN. 

I WOULD BE GLAD TO HAVE A SEARGaNTS GUARD OF MARINES FOR 
THE PROTECTION OF THE WARREN AND NAVY YARD— IT WOULD CON- 
TRIBUTE GREATLY TO THE SAFETY OF THE PUBLIC PROPERTY AND THE PRES- 
ERVATION OF ORDER. 

I WILL PROCEED TO TAKE UP MY ABODE AT MARE ISLAND. TOMORROW 
THE liTM INST. 

RESPECTFULLY. 

rOUR: 06T. SV., 

SIGNED. 0. G. F. 
Com. OH. 



Farrogut went on to greater glory at Mobile Bay where, shouting his 
fomous battle-cry, "Damn the Torpedoes) Full Speed Ahead," he led that 
historic attack. But the pioneer shipbuilders who had come from the Eoit 
to build and repair ships at More Island settled in ond oround Valle|o and 
made the Navy Yord their career. It is from this sturdy stock that maay 
of More Island's key vrorkers trace their heritage today. Many third and 
fourth generation descendants of those skilled craftsmen of yesteryear 
ore employed now ol the shipyard. 

Groduolly steom propelled steel ships reploced the wooden frigates 
along the Mare Island waterfront. Through the Civil War, the turn of the 
century, and the Spanish-American War, More Island and the spreading 
community of Volleio that housed and fed its workers grew side by side. 
Opening of the Ponomo Canal brought Mare Island ships closer to the 
turbulent shores of the European powder keg- At the same time, speedier 
ships and improved communications closed the gap between the Far East 
and the Gold Coast of the United Slotes. 

Strotegicolly Mare Island was growing in importance, and its building 
progrom grew to meet the new responsibilities- Already industrial shops, 
originally housed in what it now the Pipe and Copper Shop, built in 185S, 
had begun to spread across the 3,247 acres of usoble and recloimoble 
lond. Four drydocks and additionol supply, odministrotive and Industrial 
conitructton sprouted on the island. An ammunition depot was built on 
the southern part of the base. Already More Island was the largest Navy 
Yard, in area, in the world. 

Shipyard facilities for construction and repair were a lar try from the 
simple industrial setup that started with the building of the wooden 
frigote USS Saginaw and the servicing of the Pacific Squadron, during the 
days of the doughty Forrogut os Mare Island readied itself to meet its 
first test . . . World Wor I, 




F 



^': 3,A«0NE« 

uL It (HI— Oct. tJ. <H« 

7. COMMOOOU THOS. T. 

t. COMMOOOM J. ^LOEM 

i,. M«reh U, !•»♦- 
„., AbMlRAl WOS. T. 

■cSMtl<6t>0« JOHN »- 
Efo»i>StO«OU6H 

acTrrCHAS H.IALOWW 
CommdQ. Ap'» l*. '■" 

a. ?5l.Mdl?oVE E. 6. rA«. 

J°-V It 1171— S«P»- J. ••" 

IS «At AOMIHAL JOHN 

Julr 1. iCV-Apnl IT, 1^ 
. COMMODORE E. «- COL 

(7 COMm60ORE THOS. S- 

../c'XrWHN ..W.N 

Commdq. M*reti IS. .■■»- 

„ COMMODORE JOHN H. 

». CAfT. F. V. McHAiR 
C«mitidg M.» Jl. II"- 

j, iV?R' aoTral GEO. e.^ 

4J»M .5. llW-M.rch f. II»T ,- 
omi 

a. COMDR LOOIS KEMJFf S 

Comrndg- March », .W»— ^H 

ApriM. IW 

, REAR ADMIRAL A. E R lENHA**^ 
t April 4. .IW-aun. I. IWI H 

t REAR ADMIRAL JOHN IRWIN ■ 

IcAfT. HENRY L. HOWISON 

CAPTAIN HENRY U HOW'SO'^ 
Jtfly 17. litl— Ju«» 1. '•♦* 
, MAR ADMIRAL W A KIRRLANO 

JuM .. im-Aufl. 12. lit! 
. COMDR. J. J. IRICE —^ 

Commdfl Avfl. .2. IW 
Oct. i. tW 

, CAft c. 5 conoji j 

Commdfl. Oct. », IIH-Od. tj 
COMMODORE J C. WA1SOK 
Oct. I. Ii»*-M.» IS. IIW 
atAR ADMIRAL LOUIS K«>[l-Ff 
M** IS. I»t1-M«f<* It, HOO 
r*.r; MERRILL MILLER 

•,; M»>d>«. I«0— 
1100 
11. RtAH ADMIRAL MERRIU MILLER 
I July II. 1«0-J"I» "• 'WJ 
b tEAR ADMIRAL lOWMAN H 
I MoCALLA 

July II. mi— JuM »♦. 'W* 
' CAW. ALEX McCRACKlN 

Commdg. Jun. I». I»0^-Jul»* 1 , 
REAR ADMIRAL HENtY W LYON; 
Jul, 4. !»«*— Ocl. 11. IW 




"OBmn THt TORPEDOES" 

MftftE ISLAND FROM THE CO ,<, 

'^'"*""rA:;- -rr^AREisLAHo 

'°"*' .MgHTY PRODUCTION L.NH TO SUP- 

'"""'"; nf LEE 'nwo«.o war n was rear 

PORT OF THE FLEET IN «" ^^gj 



FHRRnCUT 



'0 

11 
n 



ftEAR ADMIRAL H OSTERMAUS 
Mitch 3S. I?10-M... 15. I'" 
CACT H 1 MAYO 

.-iBT P M BENNETT 
^:"33.I1IJ^M,.S.I»-' 

CAP! H*;"* SE?"?/, 

M« 5, 1'IT-F.b 5. I«t 

S.pt 30 l«>-D»' 15, IW 
CAPT JOHN M. LUBY 

PEAR ADMIRAL G W lAWS 

PEAR *DMIRAL J W REE«^ 
j^.1,1 I HW— Juo* ' I'" 
CAP! W H L*"'NG 

;;*« ADMIRAL YS WILLIAMS 

iUp ADMIRAL A ST C SM„H 
J.,1, 1. I»3t-J-"" *• '^" .„ 
ptAP ADMIRAL C i «-'" 

ptAPAOM.PALO W JAGLEY 





J«^, / 




TISDRLE 



THE CRUCIAL VERRS 

TMS MAN WHO COMMANOfO MAM lUANO 
MAW TA*0 IN ITS GtlATISr Tf AU AND WAS 
ITS iASI COMMANDANT. AS A NAVY YABO, 
WAS ACAI ADMItAl M. S. TUDAU, USN, WHO 
NOW COMMANDS THt SAN FRANCISCO NAVAl 
KAS( ... ON 90 NOVIMUI 194S THI NAVV 
YAKO WAS OFFiCIAUY KE-CHRISTENtO "MARf 
ISLAND NAVAL SHIPYARD. VALLtJO. CALIfOR- 
HIA," AND ITS riRSr AND AtLE COMMANOtR 
WAS REAR AOMillAt O. C KLXIN, USN. 
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MAKE ISLAND HAD Sf EN THE CHANGE FROM WOODEN SHIPS TO STEEL, FROM SAIL TO STEAM. AFTER YEARS OF GROV- 
ING, THROUGH THE CIVIL WAR AND THE SPANISH-AMERICAN FRACAS, WE MET OUR FIRST TEST: OUR ASSIGNMENTS Or 
WORLD WAR I. THIS "WAR TO END ALL WARS" BROUGHT NEW RESPONSIBILITIES. WE MH THEM. 

MANY WARSHIPS WERE BUILT, INCLUDING THE DESTROYER WARD WHICH WAS LAUNCHED 1&' > DAYS AFTER HER KEEL 
WAS LAID, A NEW RECORD. 

OUR SPEED AND CAPACITY FOR REPAIR WORK GREW. THE SECOND AND THIRD GENERATIONS OF THE PIONEER BUILDERS 
WERE JOINED BY MANY HANDS FROM THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES. MORE THAN ANY OTHER SHIP REPAIR OR CON- 
STRUCTION ACTIVITY, A NAVAL REPAIR YARD REQUIRED HIGH SKILLS, TRAINED CRAFTSMEN. 

THE BAHLESHIP U.S.S. CALIFORNIA WAS STARTED 25 OCTOBER 1916 AND GREW STEADILY ON NO. 1 BUILDING WAYS. 
DESTROYERS CAME TO LIFE AND WENT TO SEA: SHAW, CALDWELL, FAIRFAX, TAYLOR, WARD, BOGGS, KILTY. KENNISON, 
CLAXTON, HAMILTON, LITCHFIELD, ZANE, WASMUTH, TREVER, DECATUR. 

NUMEROUS SUBMARINE TENDERS OF 110-FOOT LENGTH WERE BUILT. THE YARD RESTORED AND REBUILT MANY HUGE 
GERMAN LINERS WHICH HAD BEEN SCUTTLED OR SABOTAGED AT THE OUTBREAK OF THE WAR. 

MARE ISLAND NAVY YARD BECAME OF AGE AS A VITAL BUILDING, REPAIR, SERVICE AND SUPPLY BASE FOR THE GROW- 
ING U. S. NAVY. 




BRERTHinC SPELL 



THE SLOGAN HAD ifEN "MAKE THE WORLB SAFE fOR 
DEMOCRACT" . . . lUT WAS IT? 

THE IDEALISTS AND WISHFUL THINKERS STEPrtO IN . . . 
DtSARMAMENT . . SCUTTLE THE NAVT' . . -IF WE BREAK 
UP OUR DEFENSES AS A SIGN OF GOOD FAITH. NO ONE WILL 
ATTACK USI" 

IT WAS A COSTtY MISTAKE SHRINKING BUDGETS SENT 
AWAT MANT SKILLED WORKMEN; IRREPLACEA61E MAN- 
POWER, LOST IN AN ERA OF FALSE ECONOMY. EMPLOTMENT 
FELL FROM A WAR PEAK OF 10,500 TO A LOW OF 3,S04 
IN 1Q3S. 

YET, DESPITE THE MISUNDERSTANDINGS OF THE PEACE THAT 
WASN'T A PEACE AND UNDER NAVAL LIMITATION TREATIES, 
MARE ISLAND CONTINUED TO GROW IN THE KNOW-HOW" 
OF EFFICIENT BUtLDtNC AND REPAIR. THE BATTLESHIP CALI- 
FORNIA WENT TO SEA iSEE KEEL LAYING, UPPER RIGHT, PG.7). 
THE CRUISERS SAN FRANCISCO AND CHICAGO. A FEW DE- 
STROYERS AND MARE ISLAND'S FIRST MODERN SUBMARINE, 
THE NAUTILUS, TOOK SHAPE ON THE WAYS. OTHER SUBMA- 
RINES FOLLOWED. 







AS THf INTfRNATIONAL GANCSTESS IN EUROPE AND THE 
0«IENr BEGAN TO BEAT THEIR CHESTS. AND "DIPLOMACY" 
AND INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP FOR PEACE MADE BLUNDER 
AFTER BLUNDER, WISE HEADS IN WASHINGTON SENT THE 
WORD. OTHER FAR SEEING LEADERS AT MARE ISLAND, WORK- 
ING UNDER SEVERE BUDGETARY LIMITATIONS, BEGAN TO 
SHAPE THE YARD TO MEET THE CHALLENGE ANOTHER WAR 
MIGHT BRING. 

COMMUTER BUS TRANSPORTATION FOR MANY WORKERS, 
CAFETERIA SERVICE, YARD TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING. 
BUILDING WAYS FOR DESTROYER-ESCORTS, IMPROVED SHOP 
FACIllTlfS . . . ALL WIRE PART OF THE FAR SEEING OPERA- 
TION PLAN FOR MARE ISLAND AS WAR CLOUDS GATHERED 
AGAIN. UNDER ADMIRAL FRIEDELL AND YARD MANAGER 
CAPTAIN r. C. CRISP (NOW REAR ADMIRAL), MARE ISLAND 
JUMPED THE GUN ON "PREPAREDNESS." AND, DESPITE SEVERE 
ECONOMIC LIMITATIONS, WAS READY. 





A NEW ONE FOR TRANSPORTATION 
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MARE ISUVND HAD A WAR ON ITS DOOR STEP! ACROSS THE PALI, DOWN OVER HONOULU/AND ABOVE PEARL HARBoil 
THE JAPANESE STRUCK A TREACHEROUS BLOW. THE ANGUISH AND PAIN OF THOSE WHO FOUGHT BACK BRAVELY WITH S( 
LITTLE AT PEARL HARBOR WAS A CLARION CALL TO THE PRODUCTIVE STRENGTH THAT WAS IN MARE ISLAND AND WAS 
POIGNANT WARNING TO THOSE WHO HAD SAID A FEW YEARS BEFORE "SCUTTLE THE NAVYI" . . . WHO WANTED TO SAVf 
AT THE EXPENSE OF OUR DEFENSE. 

FROM MARE ISLAND THE CALL WENT OUT . . . MEN, WOMEN, SKILLED MANPOWER -COME ftACKI . . . SUPPLIff . .. 
MATERIALS . . . FOOD . . . HOUSING . . . APPROPRIATIONS . . . ORDERS. \ 

MANY OF THE YOUNGER WORKERS AT MARE ISLAND PREPARED THEMSELVES TO LAY DOWN THEiR TOOLS AND PICK UP 
A GUN; MANY WERE PREVENTED FROM TAKING UP ARMS BY THE DESPERATE NEED FOR THEIR SKILLS. OTHERS, UNABLi TO 
GO BECAUSE OF AGE OR INFIRMITIES, TURNED TO THE JOB OF BACKING UP THE MEN AT THE FIGHTING FRONTS WITH PftO. 
DUCTION. 

THE ENEMIES OF THE UNITED STATES HAD NOT COUNTED ON THE COLOSSUS OF PRODUCTION IN THIS COUNTRY. MJUII 
ISLAND WAS A VITAL LINK IN THIS PRODUCTION LINE, WAS NOW THE MOST STRATEGIC NAVY YARD IN THE WORLD. 

WORLD WAR II WAS UPON USt IT WAS A CHALLENGE! AND WE HAD THE ANSWERI WITH GRIM DETflMINATION TO^ 
AVENGE PEARL HARBOR THE TRAINED GIANT OF PRODUCTION AT MARE ISLAND WENT INTO HIGH GEARI 
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THE BIG TEST ... 

THROUGH THE lUflR VERRS RHIID SHIPS RRD SHOPS 



"IT IS LATER THAN YOU THINK/' SAID ADMtRAl ERNEST J. KING, "tOSS- 
MAN" Of THE NAVY THAT HAD SET OUT TO BEAT BACK THE JAPANESE TIDE 
ROLLING SOUTH AND EAST FROM TOKYO. fROM A LOW OF 6,000 WORK- 
ERS IN 1939, FAR-SEEING DIRECTION HAD GRADUALLY BEEN BUILDING 
MARE ISLAND EMPLOYMENT, BUT. STILL WE HADN'T ENOUGH. BARELY 
30,000 MEN AND WOMEN WERE EMPLOYED AT MARE ISLAND WHEN THE 
JAPS STRUCK AT PEARL HARBOR. IMMEDIATELY THE CALL WENT OUT. UP 
AND Uf> CLIMBED THE FIGUREI 35,000 . . . 38,000 . . . 40,000 ... UP 
TO THE PEAK IN OCTOBER, 194S . . . 41,0S3. 

FACED WITH THE NECESSITY OF MORE AND MORE HELP, MARE ISLAND 
PIONEERED PLACING WOMEN IN INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITIES IN THE NAVY 
YARD. 

THE DEMAND FOR REPAIR GREW STEADILY AND THE COMMAND OF MARE 
ISLAND GREW TO MEET THIS DEMAND. A NAVAL SHIPBUILDING AND 
REPAIR EMPIRE FORMED AROUND THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA, ALL 
DIRECTED OR SUPERVISED 8Y THE MAN AT THE HELM, THE COMMANDANT 
OF MARE ISLAND NAVY YARD . . . THE GREATEST SINGLE COMMAND OF 
SHIP CONSTRUCTION AND REPAIR THE WORLD HAS EVER KNOWN: MARE 
ISLAND , . . HUNTERS POINT ... THE BAY AREA . . . DENVER . . . 
SACRAMENTO . . . FRESNO . . . MUSCLE AND BRAWN . , . AMMUNI- 
TION . . . AND SKILLI 

COMMANDANT OF THE MARE ISLAND WHEN THE NAVY YARD WAS 
CALLED UPON TO MEET ITS GREATEST TEST WAS REAR ADMtRAL W. L. FRIE- 
DELL, USN, TALL, QUIET, AND WITH A READY SMILE. HE TOOK COMMAND 



24 FEBRUARY 1441, EVEN AS THE HITIERIAN HORDES WERE SPREADING 
ACROSS THE FACE OF EUROPE. AN ABLE COMMANDER, FRIEDELL HAD SERVED 
WITH SURf ACE SHIPS AND SUBMARINES, AND WAS ONE-TIME COMMANDER 
OF SUBMARINES, PACIFIC. AT MARE ISLAND HE FOUND HIMSELF CON- 
FRONTED WITH THE TASK OF BUILDING THE SUBMARINES WHICH WERE 
TO START STRANGLING THE JAPANESE IIFE-LINE IN A FEW SHORT MONTHS. 

AS HIS YARD MANAGER, ADMIRAL FRIEDELL HAD CAPABLE CAPTAIN 
F. G. CRISP, USN. THESE TWO MEN PUT THEIR HEADS TOGETHER WITH 
OFFICER AND CIVILIAN CHIEFS IN THE YARD AND DECIDED MARE ISLAND 
MUST BE READY FOR THE CONFLICT EACH WAS CERTAIN WAS COMING. 
THUS IT WAS THAT MANY OF THE FLEET OF 300 HUGE BUSSES WERE AL< 
READY HAULING WORKERS TO AND FROM THEIR HOMES WHEN THE JAPS 
STRUCK PEARL HARBOR . . . ENLARGED CAFETERIA SERVICE WAS IN OPER- 
ATION, GIVING EMPLOYEES "THREE SQUARES " A DAY, FOR AN ARMY, 
WHETHER OF WORKMEN OR SOLDIERS, WORKS BEST ON A FULL STOMACH 
. . . HOUSING FOR THE ENLARGED FORCE THAT WAS SURE TO COME WAS 
BEING BUILT, SOME WAS ALREADY COMPLETED . . . THUS IT WAS THAT, 
DESPITE SEVERE ECONOMIC LIMITATIONS, WISE HEADS AT THIS GREAT 
STRATEGIC BASE, MARE ISLAND, COOPERATION FROM CIVIC LEADERS IN 
VALLEJO, AND FAR SEEING PLANNERS IN WASHINGTON, HAD THE GEARS 
RUNNING SMOOTHLY AT MARE ISLAND, WAITING FOR THE FIRST SHOT. 

AND THUS IT WAS, THAT WHEN ADMIRAL KING INSPECTED MARE ISLAND 
NAVY YARD, HE FOUND IT READY FOR "THE BIG TESII" 
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THEU WAS PUNTY OF WORK TO DO 



THE SAN FRANCISCO CAME BACK TO YARD THAT lUILT HER 
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THE NEWS FROM THE FIGHTING FRONTS WAS NOT GOOD, AT FIRST. OUR PACIFIC FIEET 
WAS SAOir CRIPPLED AT PEARl HARBOR, WARE ISLAND FOUND ITSILF IN THf UNIQUE 
POSITION WITH OTHER YARDS OF SAVING THE NAVY, PERHAPS THE NATION ... A TER- 
RIFYING, SERIOUS RESPONSIBILirr. FOR IT WAS UP TO THE REPAIR YARDS TO REPAIR 
THE WOUNDS TO THE FLEET, UP TO THE BUILDING YARDS TO REPLACE THEM, TO SEND 
OUT MORE AND MORE FIGHTING SHIPS, MORE DEADLY SUBMARINES, MORE TROOP 
CARRYING TRANSPORTS AND SUPPLY SHIPS . . . AND MARE ISLAND NAVY YAftA WAS 
BOTH A BUILDING AND REPAIR YARD. ... THE BATTERED DESTROYER USS SNA 
BACK WITHOUT HER BOW. EVEN AS SHE PLOWED THROUGH WAVES TOWARD SAN FRAN 
CISCO AND VALLEJO, HER FALSE BOW PUSHING ASIDE THE RESISTING WATER, A NEW, 
SLEEK REPtACEMENT WAS TAKING SHAPE AT MARE ISLAND. THE SHAW WAS NEEDED ON 
THE FIGHTING LINE, AND BACK SHE WENT IN A HURRY. . . .OTHER WOUNDED WARRIORS 
OF THE SEA CAME BACK FROM PEARL HARBOR, AND WERE REPAIRED OR REBUILT BY THE 
WARRIORS OF THE PRODUCTION LINES AT MARE ISLAND. DAY AND NIGHT THESE WORKERS 
LABORED UNDER THE PROTECTIVE BLANKET OF BARRAGE BALOONS. AIR RAID DRILLS AND 
WARNINGS CAME OFTEN, BUT IN THIS NIP AND TUCK BAHLE, THE PRODUCTION STRENGTH 
OF THE UNITED STATES BEGAN TO TELL. EXCEPT FOR A FEW SPORADIC JABS, THE JAPS 
NEVER REACHED THE MAINLAND. . . . ONE OF THE FIRST AVENGING SUBMARINES TO 
IIAVI HAWAII AFTER 7 DECEMBER 1941, WAS THE USS GUDGEON, MARE ISLAND BUILT. 
MANY OTHERS FOLLOWED AND STARTED PILING UP THE JAPS ON THE BOTTOM OF THE 
SEA. AND, BACK HOME, AT MARE ISLAND, THE BUILDING AND REPAIR WENT ON . . . DRIVE 

, . . PfllVE . . . DRIVE) 
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THE FIGHT lUflS on HERE, TOO! 

AMID SHIPS AKD SHOPS THROUGH THE WAR YEARS, THE STORY WAS EVER 
THt SAMt: "GET THOSE SHIPS BUILT AND GET THEM OUT . . . GET THOSE SHIPS 
REPAIREO AND GET THEM OUT . . . GET THOSE SHIPS OVERHAULED AND GET 
THEM OUTl" . , . VISITORS FOUND MEN AND WOMEN WORKING SIDE AY 
SIDE THROUGHOUT THE YARD ... ALL PART OF A BIG TEAM . . . THE GOAl 
"PRODUCTION AND MORE PRODUCTION." ANOTHER SHIP ON THE FIGHTING 
IINE WAS THE DAY-BY.DAY THEME Of THE HUM Of MACHINES, THE STAC- 
CATO BEAT Of THE AIR HAMMERS. IT MADE NO DIFFERENCE WHETHER THi 
SHIP HAD TO BE BUILT, REPAIRED, OR OVERHAULED . , , GET IT OUTl . . . 
SAFETY WAS A VITAL FACTOR, TOO, FOR ACCIDENTS MEANT LOST TIME, AND 
IN MARCH 1943 MARE ISLAND WAS ACCLAIMED THE SAFEST YARD IN THI 
NATION (SEE LOWER LEFT). 
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BRTTLE 
STRTIOn 
FOR 
REPniR 



mnnv trrg 

REminOERS 

DAY AND NIGHT FOR FOUR 
THET CAME IN, HOUS IN TH 
KIlSTKUCTUftES, JACGCO W< 
IN THEIR HUILS, STACKS, 
(MASHED, ARMAMENT AND 
TRICAL GEAR WRECKED 
AND NIGHT MASTER CRA 
REPAIRED THEM ... IT RE 
UCILLS AND MORE SKILLS. A 
iSGY AND DRIVE ... IN I^OtD 
TIME THESE VITAL UNITS 
rUET V/ERE OH THEIR WAY^ACK 
TO THE FIGHTING LINE 
ORD5 TUMBLED, AUT RECORD^WiRI 
NOT THE COAL; "GET THOS 
BACK" WAS THE CRT AS PR^UC- 
TION RECORDS FELL BY THE 
SIM ... AS THE FURY OF THE 
MOUNTED IN THE PACIFIC. 
AND MORE OF THE SHIPS 
THE MARE ISLAND WATE 
WiRi SCARRED WITH THE 
ATE BLOWS OF THE ENEM 
REALIZATION THAT AME 
BOVS HAD DIED NEAR THOS 
TU SCABS WAS BOTH SO 
AND NIAODENING TO THE 
■ftS. STEELT-EYED THEY SP 
THEIR EFFORTS 



It 





JflP T 
PHCKkUIAUOP! 






}MINENT VISITORS WERE MANY DURING THE WAR 
YEAttS. THE FAME OF THE MARE ISLAND PRODUCTION 
LINE WAS SPREADING RAPIDLY. WRITERS, RUSINESS FIRM 
HEADS, GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, EFFICIENCY EXPERTS ALL CAME TO 
THE GATES OF MARE ISLAND. WE BUIIT A "BETTER MOUSETRAr' AND 
THE WORLD lEAT A PATH TO OUR DOO*. 

RENOWNED PUNDIT WALTER LIPPMANN (PICTURED ABOVE), 
HEARD ABOUT MARE ISLAND AND CAME TO SEE FOR HIMSELF. HE 
WAS SO IMPRESSED BY THE IMPORTANCE OF THE JOB BEING DONE 
THAT HE PERSONALLY AIDED THE YARD IN ITS LATER EFFORTS TO 
GET DESPERATELY NEEDED LABOR TO MEET GROWING REPAIR RE- 
SPONSIBILITIES. 

LOWELL THOMAS AND HIS WIFE, SYDNEY SMALL, ADELA ROGERS 
ST. JOHN, JACKLING MARMUK, JIM MARSHALL WERE AMONG THE 
MANY PROMINENT WRITERS WHO CAME AND SAW, AND WROTE 
ABOUT IT. HUNDREDS OF NEWSPAPERMEN, AMERICAN AND FOREIGN, 
WATCHED THE SKILLED CRAFTSMEN AT THEIR TASKS, SAW THE 
SHIPS SLIDE OFF THE WAYS, THE REPAIRED ONES STEAM BACK TO 
WAR. 

REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE GOVERNMENTS OF ALL OUR ALLIES 
WIRE YARD VISITORS AT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER. FREQUENT WERE 
THE REMARKS; "I NEVER SAW ANYTHING LIKE III" AND "WHAT A 
TREMENDOUS JOB TOU ARE DOINGI" . . . AND IT WAS A TREMEN* 
OOUS JOB, BECAUSE THE MEN AND WOMEN EMPLOYEES WANTED 
IT TO BE A JOB WORTHY OF THE MEN WHO WERE FIGHTING AMD 
DYING ON THE BATTLE FRONT FOR THEM. 
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WMiU SHIP ail^AII. CONSTIUCTION AND OVItHAUL RfSPONSL 
•lllTliS GHEW, MAII ISLAND MIT ITS OTHEI ASSIGNMINTS WITH 
IQUAL VICOl AHD SUCCESS. FXOM A SiMALL tEGINNIKC THROUGH 
CASH SAUS, THE WAR lONO PROGRAM ILOSSOMEO INTO A fUll- 
PLIOOfD PATROit Of OUCTION PLAN. FIRST CAME THE FIGHTING DOL- 
lAl PAYS DRIVE IN THt FALL OF 1943. WHfN MARE IStAND SET OUT 
TO WIN THE SfCtlTART OF NAVT WAR lOND AWARD. THE GOAL 
WAS SIT HIGH. AND THE TARD Mn IT. THREE MONTHS LATER THt 
FLAG WAS WON. AND IT WAS NEVIR REllNQUISHiD. NEXT CAME 
THE CRUISER CONTEST WITH IREMEIITON NAVY YARD, FOR THf 
RIGHT TO HAVE A CRUISER NAMED BREMERTON OR VALtSJO. THAT 
ONE WAS LOST tV A FEW PERCENTAGE POINTS, RUT THE SURGE 
OF THi DRIVi SENT MARE ISLAND'S SOUND BOND SELLING MA. 
CHINERY INTO SUCH HIGH GEAR THAT FOR THE REMAINDER OF 
THI WAR THE VALLIJO YARD COPPED MORE FIRST, SECOND, OR 
THIRD PLACES THAN ANY OTHER YARD IN TME NATION. TWICE M. I. 
LEO IN PER CAPITA CASH SALES. AND FOR MANY MONTHS THE 
REPORTS FROM WASHINGTON SHOWED MARE ISLAND TOPPING 
THE NATION'S NAVY YARDS IN THI ALL-IMPORTANT PAYROLL 
SAVINGS USTS. ORIATIST SINGLE FACTOR IN THIS CHAMPIONSHIP 
RECORD WAS THE WORK OF THE GROUP AGENTS. WHO WOtKfO 
IN iVIRY SHOP AND ACTIVITY IN THE YARD, SELLING BONOS. (SOME 
OP THi KEY AGENTS FOR THI YARD ARE PICTURED AROVE WITH 
THEIR SHOP MASTERS.) . . . EXCELLENCE IN WAR BOND SALES WAS 
MATCHED BY EXCELLENCE IN PRODUCTION AS MAIE ISLAND WON 
ITS FIRST "E" FOR EXCELLENT FLAG IN APRIL OF 1943 AND WENT ON 



TO RENEW IT IVIRY SIX MONTHS DURING THI WAR. 



THI STORY 



Of NUJIi ISLAND SPIRIT WAS NO MYTH, ONI OF TMi RIASONS 

FOR THE DRIVI AND ENERGY WHICH CHARACTtRIZf D EVERY EFFORT 
AT THE YARD WAS THE CORE OF CAREER EMPLOYEES WHO HAD 
SmrLID ON NAVAL SHIP BUILDING AND IIPAIR AS THI 11 CARIIR 
AND MAR! ISLAND AS THI YARD IN WHICH THfY WANTID TO 
WCMIK. THiY WANTID MARE ISLAND "BIST" IN IVIRVTNING. 



"SECNAV" INSPECTS AN 11^ 
399 MAN-DAY JOB ON THE 
ALCHIAA. ONE OP MANY REC* 
ORD REPAIR JOBS ACCEPTED 
AND COMPLnED,THE ALCHIBA 
TOOK THREE TORPEDO HITS AT 
OUADAICANAL. TOUGH BABY, 
THE ALCHIBAI 




LATE FRANK KNOX WAS A 



POPULAR FAVORITE AT MARI 



YEARS. . . . SHIPS AND SHOPS 



WERE ON HIS INSPECTION 



SCHEDULE. 
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m0^ 
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^N at JANUARY 1944, A NEW MAN 100K OVER THI 
HEtM AT MARE ISLAND, A FIGHTING ADMIRAL FROM 
THE PACIFIC. REAR ADMIRAL M. S. TISDALE, USN. 
CAME TO THE NAVr YARD FROM THE COMMAND OF ALL CRUISERS AND 
DESTROYERS IN THE PACIFIC. AGAIN THE NAVY WANTED A MAN WHO HAD 
RUN THE FIGHTING SHIPS TO DIRECT THE REPAIR AND OVERHAUL OF THESE 
VITAL UNITS WHEN THEY RETURNED TO THE NAVY YARD. WHEN HE ARRIVED, 
ADMIRAL TISDALE FOUND AN EFFICIENT YARD RUN BY MEN WHO, WITH 
FAR-SEEING WISDOM, HAD PREPARED FOR THE BIG TEST. BUT, HE ALSO 
FOUND GROWING RESPONSIBILITIES AS THE REPAIR LOAD CREW FAR BE- 
YOND ANY DEMANDS EVER MADE UPON THE YARD AND WHEN HE ARRIVED 
HE ALSO FOUND A NEW, TOUCH. RESPECTED CONSTRUCTION OFFICER AS 
MANAGER, CAPTAIN C. C. KLEIN, USN, WHO HAD JUST REPLACED CAPABLE 
ADMIRAL CRISP, AS MANAGER. 

BLUFF, HARD-DRIVING, DIRECT, THIS SEA-GOING ADMIRAL SET OUT TO 
MEET THE SKYROCKETING DEMANDS FROM THE PACIFIC HE KNEW SO WELL. 
TO THE FAR CORNERS OF THE NATION WENT THE RECRUITERS. MORE MEN 
AND WOMEN WERE NEEDED, DESPERATELY NEEDED TO REPAIR SHIPS THAT 
HAD TO GET BACK FOR THE BIG PUSH. THE JAPANESE FANATICS WERE USING 
DESPERATION MEASURES, AND THE SCOREBOARD SHOWED THE RESULTS OF 
THE SUICIDE TACTICS. 

THE CRUCIAL DAYS OF LATE '44 AND EARLY '4S BROUGHT THE FLAMING 
"KAMIKAZES," THE SUICIDE PILOTS. SMASHING INTO SHIPS, HUMAN BOMBS 
THAT TOOK DEADLY TOLL. IT WAS NIP AND TUCK. A LONG PROCESSION OF 
CRIPPLED SHIPS STREAMED BACK TO THE UNITED STATES FOR REPAIR. THAT 
WAS OUR JOB . . . "GET THEM BACK." ADMIRAL TISDALE GAVE THE YARD 
HIS MOTTO: "OUR SOLE MISSION IS TO SERVE THE FlIIT." AND THE YARD 
ROSE TO MEET THE CROWING RESPONSIBILITIES OF SERVING A FLEET IN IIS 
VITAL HOURS. ADMIRAL TISDALE HAD BEEN A FIGHTING lEAOiR AT SEA AND 
HE BECAME A FIGHTING LEADER AT MARE ISLAND. THE YARD AND VALLEJO 
RALLIED TO THE SAME COMBATIVE DRIVE THAT HAD BROUGHT ITS NEW 
COMMANDANT TWO NAVV C80SSIS, THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MIDAL, 
AND OTHER DECORATIONS FOR LEADERSHIP. 
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n4l NAVY'S NfW, HARO-DStVfNO SfCRttART, 
JAMES FOaRfSTAL, WAS A FREOUfNT VISITOC 
AND AT MA8E ISiAND, HE FOUND ANOTHER 
MARD-DBIVINC MAN, THE NEW COMMANDANT. 
THESE WIRE THE OATS WMtN THE NAVY WM 
MOVING TOWARD TOKYO . . . IWO illWA . . . 
OKINAWA ... THE PHILIf>i>INE$ . . . AND EACH 
WAS EXACTtNC ITS PRICE iN MEN AND SHIPS, 
AND SUCCESS DEPENDED ON KEEPING THE FLEET 
IN TOP FiCHTINC SHAPE. THE MARE ISLAND 
COMMAND WAS CROWING STEADILY. ADOI* 
TIONAL SHIPTADDS THROUGHOUT THE BAY AREA 
WECE CALLED INTO SERVICE, REPAtBINC SHIPS 
UNDER NAVr SUPERVISION. DENVER WAS GO- 
ING FULL BLAST ON THE LCT. AMPHIBIOUS PRO- 
CRAM . SACRAMENTO. FRESNO, STOCKTON, 
ALL WERE CONTRIBUTING THEIR PART , . . 
HUNTER'S POINT, AND THE ASSISTANT INDW^ 
TSIAL MANAGER AT THE FERRY BUILDING IN 
SAN FRANCtSCO, FROM WHENCE CAME DIRECT 
MPER VISION OF NAVY WORK IN PRIVATE SHIP- 
YARDS IN THE BAY AJIEA, ALL WERE PA«T Of 
THE GREATEST GOmitUUm OT MAVAL SWT 

CONSTRUCTION AIM BVAM fAoutmt nm 

WOUJ» MAS IMS 
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ELECTRICITY I SOME CREATED IT AT THE POWER PLANT, OTHERS SERV. 
ICED AND RAN THE SVSTEM5, TELEPHONE, LIGHT, POWER, THROUGHOUT 
THE VARO) AND STILL OTHERS REPAIRED THE COMPLEX SYSTEMS ON 
BOARD SHIPS, EACH WORKMAN CONTRIBUTED HIS PART TO MAKING 
THE VITAL SPARK OF ELECTRICITY DO ITS JOB. GIANT SEAHCHLICHTS, 
SECRET RADAR INSTALLATIONS, SOUND POWER. COMMUNICATIONS, 
ENGINEERING POWER-ALl REQUIRED AND RECEIVED THE ATTENTION 
OF EXPERTS DAY AND NIGHT . . . NEW MEN AND WOMEN WERE JOIN- 
ING THE OLD HANDS DAILY, AS RECRUITING BROUGHT IN WORKERS 
FROM THE EAST AND WEST, NORTH AND SOUTH. THEY HAD TO BE 
IRAINEO QUICKLY IN THE TRAINEE SCHOOL, GET MORE OF THEIR TRAIN- 
ING IN THE PRACTICAL WORK OF ASSISTING THE EXPERTS SUCH AS 
THOSE WHO WORKED WITH ELECTRICITY . . . CRAFTSMEN ALL. THE 
NEW COMMANDANT HAD BROUGHT THEM WORD OF THE GROWING 
URGENCY IN THE PACIFIC ... WE WERE DRIVING DOWN TO THE FINISH 
IINE, AND NEEDED ALL OUR STRENGTH, AND THE YARD WORKMEN 
CAME THROUGH. 
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1. ANOTHER "HOT" ONE . . . 



2. THE BIG LIFT . . . "GOING UP!" 






I: 



S 



3. 2000 TONS Of POWER 



4. PRIORITY NUMBER ONE! 



5. BIG OR SMALL, ALL THE SAME 
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THEV TOOK CARE OF THE SUFFERinG 



OtIM NARBINOtRS OF TH[ SAVAOI r»OCITY OF THI WAR IN THE PACIFIC 
WIM TMI WOUNOIO. THI MAIMfD, THE SICK IN MIND AND BODV. A FEW 
SHORT DAYS AFTER I^EARL HARBOR, THESE TRAGIC REMINDERS OF THE 
OaiATUT COST OF OATTIE BEGAN TO FIIL THE WARDS AND OPERATING 
ROOMS or MARE ISLAND NAVY HOSPITAL. JUST AS SKILLS WERE NEEDED 
AlONO THE WATERFRONT AND IN THE SHOPS, TO REPAIR THE WOUNDED 
SHIPS, SO WAS EVEN GREATER SKILL AND PATIENCE NEEDED AMONG THOSE 
WHO CARED rOR THE WOUNDED MEN WHO HAD MANNED THE SHIPS, FALLEN 
IN MTTLi. . . . SKIPPER AT THE HOSPITAL WHEN WAR STARTED, WAS THE 
LATI CAPTAIN ALFRED CLIFTON (MC), USN. HIS WAS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF 
CARIF«0 FOR THI FIRST CASUALTIES OF WORLD WAR II, AT MARE ISLAND. . , . 
NEXT COMMANDING OFFICER WAS CAPTAIN i. P. OWIN (MC), USN, NOW A 



REAR ADMIRAL AND 13TH NAVAL DISTRICT MEDICAL OFFICER ... AS CASUALTV 
ROLLS MOUNTED ON THE WARFRONTS, "PETE" OWEN KNEW HIS LOAD OF 
PATIENTS WOULD SOON EXCEED THE HOSPITAL CAPACITY. fNlARGEMENTS 
WERE MADE, EXTRA BARRACKS CALLED INTO USE. UNDER HIS COMPETENT 
DIRECTION. THE FIRST ARTIFICIAL LIMB DEPAflTMENT WAS ESTABLISHED AT 
MARE ISLAND BY THE BUREAU OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY. THE "BRACE" SHOP 
BECAME WORLD FAMOUS FOR ITS CRAFTSMANSHIP IN LIMB CONSTRUCTION, 
HEADED BY CAPTAIN H. H. KES&LER, (MC) USNR. THE REHABILITATION PRO< 
GRAM HELPED MAKE MINOS WELL, EVEN AS NEW LIMBS WERE BEING FASH- 
IONED . . . ABLE SUCCESSOR TO CAPTAIN OWEN, IN THE CLOSING, FURIOUS 
MONTHS OF THE WAR IN THE PACIFIC WAS CAPTAIN WESLEY ROSS, (MC) USN. 




"Yt$, IW. UNDER-SECRETARY, EACH PATIENT HAS A CUSTOM-BUUT LIMB 




"I WANT TO SEE THE BOYS IN THE HOSPITAL, FIRST," 
SAID CHAIRMAN WALSH, OF THE SENATE NAVAL AF- 
FAIRS COMMITTEE. THE SUFFERING ALWAYS CAME FIRST, 
AT MARE ISLAND. HEROES ALL WERE THESE WOUNDED. 
PRESIDENTS, SENATORS, CONGRESSMEN, OFFICIALS, 
WRITERS, MOTION PICTURE STARS, ARTISTS, MANY 
OTHER NOTED VISITORS . . . ALL WERE PROUD TO MEET 
THEM. 




OLDEST NAVY HOSPITAL ON THE PACIFIC COAST, THE 
U. S. NAVAL HOSPITAL, MARE ISLAND, PROVIDES COM- 
PLETE MEDICAL CARE FOR THE SICK AND WOUNDED, 
FREQUENT DONORS TO ITS BLOOD BANK WERE THE 
WORKERS OF MARE ISLAND. DESIGNATED THE AMPUTA- 
TION CENTER FOR THE WEST COAST, THIS HOSPITAL 
INTRODUCED THE MANUFACTURE AND FITTING OF ARTI- 
FICIAL LIMBS IN THE HOSPITAL, THE REHABILITATION, 
RECREATIONAL, EDUCATIONAL. AND VOCATIONAL PRO- 
GRAMS ARE ALL WELL-ROUNDED PARTS OF THE HOS- 
PITAL ACTIVITIES. IN ITS NEW COMMANDANT, ADMIRAL 
TI5DALE, AND PRESENT COMMANDING OFFICER, CAP- 
TAIN ROSS, THE HOSPITAL FOUND TWO MORE FRIENDS 
WHO WELL KNEW THE COST OF WAR IN SUFFERING AND 
INJURIES AND TODAY IT STILL LEADS IN CARING FOR 
THOSE WHO PAID THE PRICE AND LIVE TO REMEMBER IT. 



THREE OF THE "BIG FIVE" OF THE CINDERELLA STORY OF 
THE "BRACE SHOP" AT MARE ISLAND WERE ORS. TOFFEL- 
MIER, OWEN, AND LONGABAUGH. OTHERS WERE DR. 
KESSLER, AND MATT LAWRENCE, THE BRACEMAKER WHO 
WORKED "FOR FREE" UNTIL THE NEW DEVELOPMENT 
BECAME PART Of THE NAVY PROGRAM. DJt. CANTY ABLY 
CARRIES ON TODAY AS "BOSS" OF THE BRACE SHOP. 
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THE STARS LOOKfD DOWN 




TEflm WORK 



IT TOOK "TEAMWORK" TO WIN THE WAR . . . EVERYWHERE AMERICAN FORCES FOUGHT, TEAMWORK WAS ONE OF THE KEY 
REASONS FOR VICTORY. AT HOME ON THE PRODUCTION FRONT, TEAMWORK WAS JUST AS IMPORTANT, AND AT MARE ISLAND, 
TEAMWORK WAS AN OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTIC . . . SAILORS, WORKERS, AND MARINES ALL DID THEIR iOB TOGETHER AT 
MARf ISLAND . , , WORKER COOPERATED WITH WORKER . . . CIVILIANS TEAMED WITH NAVAL OFFICERS IN RUNNING THE 
MIGHTY INDUSTRIAL MACHINE . . . VALLEJO CIVIC LEADERS WENT ALL OUT TO BACK UP THE MARE ISLAND EFFORT . . . 
INDUSTRIAL WORKERS CONTRIBUTED FUNDS TO THE SUPPORT OF THE HOSPITAL PROGRAM, FINANCING MUCH OF THE EARLY WORK 
)N THE "BRACE SHOP," AND WITH CHRISTMAS GIFTS, AND BLOOD FOR THE BLOOD BANK . . . GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND THE 
NAVY COOPERATED IN PROVIDING HOUSING . . . AND THE TEAMWORK WENT RIGHT UP TO THE TOP IN WASHINGTON, WHERE 
BUREAU CHIEFS, SUCH AS VICE ADMIRAL COCHRANE, WELL KNEW THAT COOPERATION, "TEAMWORK" AND HARD WORK WOULD 
SPELL V-l-C.T>O.R>Y-i 



FRIERD OF LIBERTV, FRCEDOm RHD JUSTICE 




A SntONO N«VT WAS A CAVOINAI PIIINCmi OF THt tATt PRtSIOtNT A« ASSISTANT 
SECKETART OE THE NAVT OUfttNC THE FIRST WORLD WAR, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
KNIW AND LOVED THE MAVT. AS PRESIDENT HE WAS A CONSTANT ADVOCATE Of 
SEA-POWfR. WELL HE REALIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE NAVY YARDS, AND HIS 
PERSONAL INTEREST WAS EVIDENCED BY THE INSPECTION TRIP HE MADE OF MILITARY 
■ASES EARLY IN THE WAR, MARE ISLAND WAS ON THE LIST OF HIS IMPORTANT 
STOPS ... THE WELFARE OF THE WOUNDED AT THE HOSPITALS CAME FIRST IN HIS 
MIND AND HEART, RUT THE LATE PRESIDENT KNEW THAT SHIPS WELL BUIIT, RiPAIRID, 
OR OVERHAULED WOULD MEAN FEWER CASUALTIES IN THE FUTURE ... HE CAREFUlLr 
INSPECTED THE WATERFRONT, LOOKED INTO THE SHOPS, WAVED TO THE HARD- 
WORKING EMPLOYEES. WHO PAUSED ONLY LONG ENOUGH TO RETURN HIS GREETINO 
AND THEN TURNED BACK TO THEIR WORK . . . ONE OF THE FIRST PRIZES OF WAR 
CAPTURED FROM THE JAPANESE WAS IN THE YARD WHEN THE PRESIDENT ARRIVEO- 
THE TWO-MAN JAP SUBMARINE, CAPTURED ON THE SHORES OF OAHU AFTER THE 
7 DECEMBER STRIKE OF THE NIPS. WAS BEING READIED IN THE YARD FOR ITS SUBSEQUENT 
WAR BOND TOUR ... THE BERTH OF THE FAMOUS SUBMARINE POMPANO, THEN WITH 
A LEADING RECORD OF JAP SHIPS SUNK, WAS INCLUDED IN THE PRESIDENT'S WATER- 
FRONT STOPS. THE POMPANO WAS LATER LOST IN ACTION . . . MARE ISLAND WILL 
LONG REMEMBER THE VISIT OF THIS MAN WHO LOVED THE NAVY AND WHO LIVED 
TO SEE HIS FAITH IN A STRONG NAVY JUSTIFIED, AS THE U. S, FIEH SFAASMED THf 
JAPANESE BACK TOWARD TOKYO. 




FRIERD OF THE HflUV . . . UISITS MK ISLflnO 




THI FIKS1 lADI CALlt 





SOUTHE«N END OF THE ISLAND BELONGS TO THE NAVAL AMMUNITION DEPOT. WHERE SHIPS FROM WAR ZONES 

DISCHARGED THEtR EXPLOSiVES BEFORE ENTERING BAY AREA TARDS. ENROUTE TO COMBAT ZONES THET iOAOiO 

DEADLY CHARGES FROM MAGAZINES WHICH HONEYCOMB THE HILLS. 




CAPTAIN N. H. COSV U5N (UT.) 



36 



TH£V ^ 
GUARDED 
US 
WELL! 




THE MARINES GUARDED THE ISLAND, AND RAN THE SKONO LARGEST NAVAL PRISON IN THE COUNTRY^ PRIOR TO 
ITS DISESTABLISHMENT IN 1946. LONGEST WARTIME COMMAND OF THE MARINES AT MAKE ISLAND WAS HELD BY 
COLONEL MAURICE SHEARER, USMC. RELIEVING COLONEL RACICOT, AND LAST CO. OF NAVAL PRISON WAS 

LT. COLONEL W. E. MAXWELL, USMC. 



US 

NAVY YARD 
MARE ISLAND t^. 
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THE "4-B'S". . . fl UITRL LIRK! 

UNSUNO milOtS OF TMt •ATTlt OF PROOUCHON AT MARE ISLAND 
WIRE THt "4-«'S," THE PER ANNUM WORKERS. NOT AS COLORFUl OR 
DRAMATIC AS THE WORK ALONG THE TEEMING WATERFRONT OR 
TMI ROAR OF THE MACHINES, THEIR EFFORTS PROVIDED THE 
VITAL LINK BETWEEN THE CHIEFS WHO PLANNED THE WORK IN WASH- 
INOTON, AT MARE ISLAND, AND IN THE PACIFIC. AND THE DRIV- 
INO INDUSTRIAL EMPLOTEES. NEEDED lY NEARLY EVERY YARD 
MTIVITY, THE VARIED JOBS OF THESE MEN AND WOMEN WHO 
ULBORED AT TYPEWRITERS, DRAFTING BOARDS, OFFICE DESKS, WERE 
TOO NUMEROUS TO PICTURE ON THESE PAGES. ACCEPTING AN 
AVERAGE PAY SCALE LOWER THAN THAT OF THE INDUSTRIAL. PER 
DIEM WORKERS, THESE CLERKS, TYPISTS, STENOGRAPHERS, DRAFTS- 
MEN. PHOTOGRAPHERS, REPAIR AND SERVICE SPECIALISTS ALL FORMED 
AH INDISPENSABLE COG IN THE INDUSTRIAL MACHINE OF MARE 
ISLAND . . . ALTHOUGH THEIR NUMBERS WERE CONCENTRATED IN 
IHE SUPPLY DEPARTMENT AND THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, THE 
**4>B'S" WERi FOUND THROUGHOUT THE YARD. MANY OF THEM 
HANDLED SPECIAL ACTIVITIES SUCH AS THE GRAPEVINE, THE YARD 
PUUKATION, WAR BOND ISSUANCE. THE INDUSTRIAL LABORATORY, 
THE POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS, THE MESSENGER LOBBY, MIMEO- 
GRAfHING, HOUSING, AND MANY OTHER KEY ASSIGNMENTS. 




"MINIE" WICHEIS 



NO CHRONICLE OF THE CONTRIBUTIONS Of MARE IS- 
LAND CIVILIAN WORKERS WOULD BE COMPLETE WITH. 
OUT MENTION OF THOSE WHO WORKED IN THE SHIP'S 
SERVICE STORES. THE HOSPITAL, THE RED CROSS, THE 
HOSPITALITY ROOMS, FOR THE RECREATION AND WEL- 
FARE OFFICE. MANY OF THEM WERE WIVES OR RELATIVES 
OF SERVICE MEN, MANY WERE VOLUNTEER WORKERS, 
ALL WERE SERVING THE NAVAL PERSONNEL IN THf 
YARD AND ON THE FIGHTING SHIPS . . . ANOTHER 
IMPORTANT PART OF THE MARE ISLAND PICTURE WERE 
THE CAFETERIA WORKERS WHO HELPED KEEP THE INDUS* 
TRIAL GIANT WELL BY KEEPING HIM WELL NOURISHED. 
AND THEN THERE WERE THE BUS TRANSPORTATION AND 
FERRY SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN WHO CARRIED THE 
WORKERS TO AND FROM THEIR DAILY TOIL. ALL HELPED 
"THE MAN BEHIND THE MAN BEHIND THE GUN" DO HIS 
JOB. 







some DATES TO REmEmBER 

BRIGHT REFLECTOR Of THE STORY OF MARE ISLAND DURIN6 THE WAR YtARS WAS 
THE GHAPtVtNt, EDITED BT COMPETENT "LARRT" TKORESON. THE GRAPEVINE 
CHRONICLED THE THRILLING STORY OF THE VITAL iOB DONE BY MARE ISLAND MEN 
AND WOMEN WHICH HELPED TO WIN THE WAR. THE FOLLOWING, THEN, ARE 
EXCERPTS FROM THE HEADLINE STORIES AND PICTURE CAPTIONS FROM THE CRAM' 
VINE DURING THE WAR YEARS-TRULY SOME "DATES TO REMEMBER"- 

IMI DECEuaER— Tht gat1l« M<| B* Lett, or May g< Won, by >li* Man Bthind th* Man B*hind tti* 
Gun — ft*Tntmh*r Pt^ri Harborl" M«r« hitni$ a^w |>r*p4rid fsf any v«r tmtr^ancr . . . Hrtt 
Navfll v«ti«l ilrdvi do*n *#<ys ifnca war dmc\4t*d: Submarine T«nd«r LI.S^. SPERRY lauitchs^ 
17 Dccambar . ■ 

H42 FEBRUARY — Oldtil •mplofM Minry Driicafi f«(urn» to work from r»lir«m»nt ttlmr 47 t**". * 
monlhi, and IS a*ft or tarvic* . Subfnarjna U.S S. WAHOO launchad ahaad et KXadgia ai 
"Valantina lor Hfrehita" . . . Two tttli laid: U.S.S. TInoM (SS), V Fabrvarf, firit of Z4 atcon 
vatMli 7f Fabruarf . . . MARCH— I Mardi c^ma Iht ftnt SO cammuta buuai . . . Mn. Sopliia 
Kila oi Vallaie. firrt voman implofad in Mara liland ihopi. lUrfi at a Machinltt-tr*ln«* . . . 
U-S.S. Whala (SS^ launchtd 4 Marcn . . - Mara Itland tacond in ^afanM bond purchaui durjn^ 
January . . . Oattfoyor U.S.S. Shaw in drydock for rapair of PaafI Harbor dama^* . . ' fouf 
thopt racaiva l?41 Salaty Awardi. ' Admirat Friedall command! man for accidanf racofdi . . 
Mara hiand amployaat praiiad by VJ- S Sanator Sharidan Oewnvv - ■ ■ Farry larvica (o b« 
aipandad hara . . . Mara liland forgai ahaad in War of Production fo win tha najrt N««y *'E" 
Award. AJl-tima racord mad* 14 March, ai two vauali laund^ad and two kaalt laid wiHiou' ilow- 
down in production , . ■ Shop X-Ownvmt a vital Mara liJand activity. Savan Oanvar e1*«I aft^ 
anginaarinq planti functioning *t inf*ifrt\ parti of Mar* liland war-buildinq program. Mor* to 
itart loon . , . Mara lltafld lafait yard in lh« nation altar 13 yoari of all-out war againit laMy 
tiazardt , . . APRIL— U. S. Sanalor Hiram Johnioit «ipreii*s prida In worl of Mara liland , ■ 
Lt. ft. ft. Stavani, U5N, and C. B. Cunningtiam ara invanton which ip««d lifaboat launchingi to 
2V) minulat . . . MAT — U.S.S- Sunfith to b* launchad 3 May . . . H«w Labor-Managamint Joint 
Commitiaa formad ai idaa raiarvoir to gat itiipi built faitar. Good idaai or luggaitiofli to b« 
tiandlod through Banvficial Suggattion Program «nd placa amploya*! in jtn* for caih awardi ■ . . 
Mara Uland out to wm lond tiag by (0\ payroll daducfiont . . . Woman muit draii according 
1o lafaty damandi in thopi - - . Navy "E to fir ovar Mara liland for iti monttti, Franli Knot 
congratulifai . , . Civilian Blood Bank itartad at Mara lllafld Naval Hoapital . JUNE — M«ro 
ItEand praii*d for having no raportt of labotaga. Starts ^rtt major "tbuib" campaign ■ . - 
Woman now playing an important part in our war pfoduction . . . Polic* mov* into naw hom* 
... LI. Cemdr, E. W. Granfall uyt Mar* liland-buitt ubmarinai bait in world . . . U.S.S. Tunny 
launctiad . . . JULY— War doain I itop for th* FourthI N*itttar do*i Mar* liland. N*arly 35.000 
lhipbuild*ri work full ipaad ahaad . . Highait parional commandation racaivad Monday froffl 
Aomiral Ernait J. King, Commandar.in-Chiaf of fh* Unitad Staiai Fl*af, on tour of impaction . . . 
Talaphona lyitam to ba doublad to carry wartimt load . - . Vallafo-wida bui larvic* itartt . . . 
AUGUST — Mara liUnd to tand Oalagation to Wdthingron, D. C, to maintain miaimum coopara- 
lion among ail branchai of Navy . . Mara lildnd crp^ratai Hugo flaal of 300 commuta buii«l 
ov«r 29 dtftarant routii, 20,000 milai par dayi Biggait of kind in tha world . . . Scratn Star Carol* 
Ldndii broadcaiti from Rodman Th«*tra. Mara liland Employaai on "Voi ^op" program . . 
H M.S. Barry launctiad 2t Auguit . , . M. I. >o alact woman employe* iponior for wanhip . . . 
SEFTEMSER— U.S.S. Buihnall, lubmaiin* tdidar, launchad 14 S*pt<mh«r . . . M. I to land )1 to 
Waihington m**t . . . OCTOBER— U.S.S. TInou launchad 7 Octobar . . . Alyc* R. Sawfari and 
Joiaphin* L. Hellinqiworlh Trit wom*n to win r«tingi at waldan . . H.M.S. C*1d*r and tha 
H M.S. Byard loon to b* launchtd . . . Mavy Day, a work day, with bond ralliai and ill* of Jap 
Sub Snuvtniri . . . floia Lyoni alacfad iponior of th* BOE-t^ in conlait . . . NOVEMBER— H.M.S. 
Duckworth launchad If Novambaf Sponior, Roia Lyont . . . Robart Young and M*riha Hunt will 
hetp launch "fighting Dollar Oayt "' 30 No»amb*r . . . DECEMBER — ChauHauri awardad for 
idfaty . . Mar* liland ihipbuildari to rapaif damag* don* to U.S.S. San Ftanciico in Iha battia 
ol Iha Solomoni. In h*r homa port iha will b* rafabiicatad by lh» man who built liar . . . loday 
Mara liland ramambari man who fight on Ihii Sacond War Chrirtmai . . . 

1443 JANUARY— Flrif itar for "E" Fl«g. Workari praiiad for achiavamant . . . Ftnt If43 lubmarln*, 
Kvanth line* 7 DiC*mb*r, Iha US S. Saahori* launchid f January . . . M. I. will buy war bondi 
to rapair U,S.S. San Francltco ... 22 January. Tafd ilogan "Mar* liland Shipi ara fighting 
avarywhara" adoptad . . . FEBRUARY— Manufacturing of artificial limbt toon le b* ipaadad al 
Mar* liland Heipital . . . MARCI-l-'Submaiina U.S.S. Skat* launchad 4 March . . Admiral 
Chaitar Nimiti t*udi Mar* liland in parional convarialion with Command tnl . . . Mar* liland 
acctdani rata dropi tl% - . . CruiMr to b* namad U.S.S. Vallajo it naw goal for Mara lil*nd . . . 
Ralph Bard, Aiiiitant Sacratary of tha Navy, pratanti Navy bend flag at Yard fally . . . APRIL— 
Bill Robinion. King of T^p Danctri, to app««r at a bond rally . , , Work of Ihraa finnt al Oamw 
praitad tViii waak whan Admiral Fciadall awardad tham "E ' Flagi . . . MAY— Survey! ihow Mar* 
liland ufait ihipyard . . Launching ot Iha BOE-11 and BDE-JO . . . War Production CommiMaa 
*l*ctloni II Juna . JUNE— Sacond itar (or E" flag, EHiciancy of Yard ii again rac^gmiad 
. . . Mar* liland FoUiai ihew to iput U.S.S Vallaio Bond Con fatt . . . Launching of tha Daitrey*'- 
Eicert U.S.S. Gillitta 22 Jun* . Marl* Ob*ron, Hollywood ilar, vititi patlonti at hoipilal . . . 
Famoui movi* itari ichadulad lot Fouflti ot July bond rally . . ■ JOLi— iid»ii r,nui. Sa..>i<iry ot 
Navy, viiiti Yard . . . U S.S. Fair and U-S.S. Manlov* chriitanid by widowi of ti*ro« . . 
AUGUST— Mar* liland Naval Hoipilal mada Pacific araa ampulalion cantor . . . U.S.S. Lak* and 
Hi* U.S.S. Lyman launchad . . SEPTEMBER— Anotl>*r Mar* liland lub-eonttactor wini Army. 
Na»y ■'£": imall firmi h*lp in building wa' «*ii*li , . . N*w calataria opanad for b*n»fit of S<ib 
Bai* . . . Mar* litand R*cr*ation Aiii,ciation loon to b* fsrmad; plani •a.-iid avtnli lor amploy- 
**i . . U.S.S. Gilmor*. lub tandtr, chriitanad by tiaroi widow , . OCTOBER— U-S.S. Gudgaon, 
lint M. ). ihip commlii'ionad altar Poarl Harbor. r*c*i»*i Pr*iidtntial Unit Citation lof linking 
l« anamy ihipi during Tint aight palroli M I labor racruiting itarti in Mldwait, Navy oHicoi 

•o aidrt In program , NOVEMBER— War Chiii op*ni Monday day i pi* ii aikad (or a yaar i 
r*|[*f . . . Bond dfiva, l-J Dacambar. bringi Scrtan Actari Bob Hopa. Jarry Colon*. Franc*! 
Langferd, Vara Vagua and Sophi* Tuck*r . . DECEMBER- Mar* liland -ini fourth 6" Award 

194* JAMUARY— ftaar Admiral Mahlon S. TTidala luccaadl Admiral Friadall ai Commandant of Mar* 
liland. II January . . . M<r* Jiland'i firit IM4 launching B January, U.S.S. Spadafilh ISS) . . 
Wtdntiday, II January, Midwatt racruiting intaniir>ad to ovarcoma critical labor ihortag* , 
fEBRUARY- 2S Fabruart. two mor* OE'i launchad; U.S.S- Finnagan, U.S S Craamaf . MARCH 
—21 March, th* U S.S. Trapang. 12th SS linca Paarl Harbor, hiti Iha brink . , Mar* liJand i**!* 
t.OOO mor* houling unili for 41,000 work*r« by I July and 47.000 by I January . . . Yard ia*ki mor* 
racruili ai manpowar criiii loomi . APRIL— Mara liland aitabtlWiai proud racord for ban»- 
licial luggaitioni; 44% accaptad in Ihraa moMhi . . . Naw lub-bai* eafatari* ep«ni . MAY— 
S May, iCT Aiiambly Ltna— from Danvar to Mara liland . - . Admiral Email J. King Com- 
mandar-in-Chial of Iha U S. Flaat. layi, Al out *nami*i ar* drtvan back, additional landing 
siaft in *<ir incraaiing numbari will bacoma an abiolul* nacaiiily. ' Ai wllh OE conitiuctlon, 
Danvar prafabricalai parti for LCT i, Tan companlai In ih* milahlgh Colorado cit, fab'Ical* lac- 
tioni. dackhouMi, foracaltlai. bulwarki and tha ramp Mara liland'i iob ii to aracl. ragulat* and 
compl*t* tha lactisni, to aract and compl*la Ih* d*ckhDuiai. Iha (or*e*itlai, bulwtrki and rampi 
Mara liland'i aiiambly Una production ol LCT'i ll ona al Ih* graaiait •arilma |obi avar tacklad 
. Caiaar amblami (or *mploy**i who itay on |ob . . It May, lubmatlna No. IJ iinca I 
Dacambar IMI launchad— US, S. Spat Principal ipaakar, Raar Admiral E. L. Cochrana. Chiaf, 



Dacar 
Shipi 



mi 

JUNE— M 



_ Spa! Principal . 

undariaa craft win four Praiidanlial Citaliont 



JULY— 7 July, Mar* 



to &uild an'olhar Wahoo.'Tha man whoia handi laihlonad Ih* (irit hi it orv -making Ittlp wilt build 
anothar ai avangarl ... IB Juli. Mara liland'i US S. Tulllbaa, launchad m l«I, and U S.S Troul 
announcad ai mining , . AUGUST— Submarina U S S. Sprinoar launchad; Mri. M, S. Tlidala, 
wil* of Commandanl, iponior . . . Naw lumbar lalvaga yard ililpi 227, MO laal of ial>agad lumbar 
In ona month . . . Biggait rapair load In hiilory (oiacailad . . Labor tufnovar iliowi dacraai* 
ol ov*r 2S% , . . SEPTEMBER— Anothar gold ifar addad- U S S. Gudgaon raportad 0"»'dua and 
ptaiumad loit . . . Hfghait award for banaflclal iugg*ilion Id Jamai T. Wong K-SI, t3.SS0 . . . 
NOVEMBER— R*ar Admiral M. S Tlidala, Commandanl, aiprttiad gratification lor raiulli in 
War Fund collacllon total, tilt, MO H . . . Mar* liland'i lacond caih War lond Drlv* 7 Dacam- 
bar goal lal al S2 000000 . . . DECEMBER— Mar* liland lubmarlnat maka naw tacordi . . 
U.s!s. Ward, Mar* liland-bullt In 17'/, dayi during World War I, lunk o« L*ylt. T*«ith gold itar 
for Mar* liland'i larvica flag . . . 
IMS JANUARY— I January IMS, launching ol U.S.S. Sticklaback (SS| . . . Raar Admiral Harold Bowan, 
U S.N., diraclor of Ih* OMlca o( Naval Patanli and Invantloni, pralial Mara liland'i workman , . 
FEBRUARY— 12 Fabruary, U.S. 5 Naraui, lubmarlna tandar, launchad, A cradlt fo woman workari 
who handled much ol Imporlant conitructlon whan man ihlftad to vital rapalri. Not onlv on tha 
Naraui hav* woman dlitlngulihad th<mi*l>ai, In th* toH. In tha fi*ld. In Ih* ihop, offic*, and 
rapair and rivaling gangt iTiay hava aarnad undying giaKlad* ot fighling man In Ih* flaal . . 
Mar* liland (opi In bond buying . . MARCH— Famoui guarrilla laadar from Layta ipaaki al 
Yard ralllal , . Hiroai ol Battogn* Tall Story to Mar* lilandari at Rally . . APRIL— M. I 
maali urgani call (or whol* blood with 220 plnti In law houri . . M. I. Salvaga Unll Banafili kO 
Aellvlllai- nv*i 222,00* llami, lavIng }S,O00,000 00 lo govarnmoni . . . Captain C. W. Ron |MC), 
USN, oliumai naw duty ai CO. N*v«l Hoipltal, raliavlng Captain Owan . . , MAY— Harry Mur. 
phy tallt itory of South Paclllc battia ion* lour , , . Mara liland bfaaU ail Iti pravioui lafaly 
lacerdl , . GRAPEVINE calabrat*i III Fourth Birthday . , "Id**" man r*calva 12, 4TO during 
waak-baal alt olhar Navy Yard maiki (banaflclal luggaitloni) . . . VICTORY IN EUROPE— 
PttiidanI Truman'i longawalf*d *nnounc*m*nt btoadcait ov*f Yard public *<><lraii lyitam *t 
t A.M. Imm*dlal*ly follo-ad by maitagai from Flaal Admiral King, Raar Admiral Tiidal* . . 
Mardorloui awardi lor S2I *mplo,«ai . Ship rapair amployaai go on lavan-day wa*k 'o m"' 
urgani work load . . JUI^E-Mx* liland taadi nalion'i Na.y Yardl In bond buying lor fourth 
coniaCBllva month Full Sunday thlft dropped at yard maali W**l obligation! Unttorm 

ihop aMIclancy rata lyilam goal Inia a«*ct . . Jamai Forraital, Sacretary of Iha Navy, commandi 
Yard for afflciant dlipoial ol ebioitt* and uirplui matarlal ... US S. Haialwood croiiai ocean 
undar awn power affar Nip lulcida attack and undargo*i rapairi, entire forward wperilructura a 
mail ol wreckage . . . Final ceih Bond Dtiv* opani -ilh gigantic rally Jy-^,"* ■'•'»• •'»'"' 

Chatlal Titomai and Comdr Jack OempMy high ipof ol a wa*k of War Bond lalai relllei . 
Sacrslary ol tha Navy Jamai Foriaital vlillt, aspreiiai concern o»er the ikll ed manpower uiartaga 
In Wed Coait Yardi . Anothar Mai* liland Podiai apant: hard work and good ralaiallon 
(*atur*i Yard ptogrami Mar* liland mbmarlna crawi laad In awardi. AvaiagalB-l awardi 

par ihip to lead all o»h*r major building yardi . Mare liland OE i praliad . U S S « •"". 
valiant dailroyat, undergoing rapalri hare . Sroaihlng over ■'unattalnabla aoal, Mar* lilajd- 
aii avarag* »» par capll* lo top tha nalleni Navy Yardi In caih War Bond buying; 'o'*!. ».«?.- 
*J4 . , AU&UST-14 Auguil TABO HAILS VICTORY Shouti. Taan. Whlillat. Hotm CoafattI 
Great Anneuncamcnt of faac* 37 AuOuil. keeping pac*. Yard looki to future with dalai- 

mlnallo* lo remain "topi" In atflcUncy at 'fcay " y*fd lot Paclflc 




Mo FLEtT ADMIRAL CHESTER W. NIMITZ, US 
'MIM FROM PEARL HARBOR TO JAPAN WENT 

AND NIGHT LABORS OF MARE ISLAND EMPL 
' VRAISE FOR THE EFFICIENT AND SPEEDY 

IHANNED THE PRODUCTION LINE AT MARE 

CAME DEMANDS FOR MORE SPEED, FOR MORE ff^lHUCTlOM. MORE SHIPS BUILT 
'AND REPAIRED FOR THE FIGHTING LINE . . MARE ISEMU MIT THUE OiMANDS- 
'«VHO WOULDN'T, FOR SUCH A FIGHTING LEADER OF Fl CT > M» t mOt WttOm Wl 
NOW SALUTE AS OUR CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATI 
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"LflSH-UP!" 



THE SUBMARINES WENT OUT 

AND THE JAPANESE WENT DOWN 

THE GUNS WERE REPAIRED AND INSTALLED 

AND SPOKE A MIGHTY ROAR OF VENGEANCE AT SEA 

CRUISERS, DESTROYERS, SUBMARINES WERE MADE READY 

AND CRIPPLED AND SINKING JAP HULKS TOLD THE STORY 




.# 




in mEmoRiflm 



Wl MIAaO Of SHIM THAT W04I10 NfVII ■mMM. WMO %Att tmPt 
HAVt NO SOUtST KM. Wt IIMrMtia THU* AS milNOt Wl WOlKtO 
ON THiM Wt aiMfMUt THiiM. ANO TO THIM tMirS AND T»N 6A1. 
lANT MIN WNO MANNIO THIM Wf OWl OUt OaiATItT TUMfTI. 
IN SIIINT MtMOir Wl PAT HOMlAOl TO OUI MtSStNC ritCMOS. TM 
tAST 0« WmCM TO UAVI US WAS HN OlUan U»t IMOIAMAPOU*. 
PICTUaiO AlOVI JUST MKMI Mff* UUT VOTAfti. 
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AN EARLY SUBMERSIBLE IS SEEN BUILDING. 
COMPARE THIS WITH THE MODERN FLEET TYPE 
U.S.S. SILVERSIDES, FIRST MARE ISLAND SUB- 
MARINE LAUNCHED AFTER WAR STARTED . . . 
THE GALLANT DESTROYER U.S.S. HAZELWOOD 
CAME IN WITH HER SUPERSTRUCTURE A MASS 
OF TWISTED WRECKAGE, SMASHED BY A JAP 
"KAMIKAZE. " CONTRAST THIS PICTURE WITH 
THE SAME VIEW AFTER SKILLED WORKMEN HAD 
REPAIRED THE DAMAGE. 




CONTRASTS, THEN AND NOW, AND BEFORE AND 
AFTER, TELL A VIVID STORY OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP- 
MENT AND SKILL. . . . FOR EXAMPLE COMPARE THE 
CIRCLED PICTURES. ON THE LEFT IS A WATERFRONT 
SCENE AT MARE ISLAND IN THE EARLY DAYS WHEN 
STEEL AND STEAM WERE BEGINNING TO REPLACE THE 
ROMANTIC OLD WOODEN SAILING SHIPS. IN THE 
CIRCLE ON THE NEXT PAGE IS THIS SAME SECTION OF 
WATERFRONT, FROM ANOTHER ANGLE, REFLECTING 
OUR MODERN INDUSTRIAL AGE. 
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THE MARE ISLAND BUILT LCT 937 IS PICTURED IN A 
PACIFIC LANDING OPERATION NEXT TO A SHOT 
TAKEN AS SHE TOOK HER TRIAL RUNS IN SAN FRAN- 
CISCO fiAY THE "OLDTiMERS" PICTURE, UPPER 

RIGHT, IS FAMOUS THROUGHOUT THE NAVY, AND 
IS FOUND HANGING ON MANY WARDROOM BULK- 
HEADS. NO WHISKERS ON THE MODERN "MACS" 
BELOW, BUT IT'S A SAFE BET THAT LIBERTY AND THE 
LADteS STILL TAKE UP LARGE SPACE IN THE CONVERSA- 
TION PIECE. 



THROUGH 



VIGNITTES OF WAR DAYS . . . THE BIG LIFT, 
"GOING UP!" . . . SENATOR SCOTT LUCAS 
PAYS A VISIT . . . TRANSPORTATION HAULS 
A BIG ONE . . . BETTER BUY BONDS, OR TAKE 
YOUR MEDICINE . . . SIGN OF THE TIMES . . . 




THE 



ALL WORK AND NO PLAY MAKES JACK A 
DULL BOY . . . ANOTHER DAY OF BACKING 
THE FLEET . . . LOAD HER UP, SHE'S READY 
TOGO! . . . "FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE" 
(TO YOU AND MANY OTHERS) . . . 



KALEIDOSCOPE 

THERE SHE GOES! . . . TOM BECK OF COUIER'S 
MAGAZINE TAKES A TOUR OF THE YARD ... CI- 
TATION: ANOTHER WINNING AWARD . . . HARD 
AT WORK NOW WILL YOU BUY THAT BOND? 
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OUR commnnDeR-in-CHiEF. . . 



MC CAMf to NURf ISLAKD AS MfAO Of TNf TIUMAN SfNATf INVISTICATING COMMITTIf, lITTtt 010 HABRT tlUMAN KfAIIZf rNAT 
• ffORI IHI INQ or WAK AKD IN tHf PEACI THAI fOllOWfO. THIS GIGANTIC INDUiTRIAl CiNTfR WOULD M PAIT OF HIS COIMMANO At 
COMMANDES-IN-CHIEF OF tHE ARMED FORCES . . . THEN-SINATOl TRUMAN IXPRtSSfD HIMSIIF AS PLEASiO WITH THf IVIDINCE OF INDUSTRIAl 
ACTIVITY AND EFFICIENCY H{ SAW ON THE YARD. SCENES Of CONSTRUCTION, REPAIR. AND OVERHAUL, SUCH AS THOSE PICTURED ON THI 
OPPOSITE PACE. WERE WITNESSED BY THE SENATE COMMITTEE. THEY FOUND THE RALLY CRY, "PtOOUCTION PLUS tONOS EQUALS VICTOaT" 
AtLY SUPPORTED tY All THE MASTERS, SUPERVISORS. OTHER YARD lEADtRS, ANO All THE EMPLOYEES . . . FRUITION OT A HISTOIJCAL 
MMOVATION, THE ASSEMBLY OF SHIP SECTIONS. PREFABRICATED OVER 1.0OO MIIES FROM THE SEA IN THE STATE OF COlOftADO, ON A MOBMN 
'tT"*"" '"" AT MARE ISLAND, WAS WATCHED BY SENATOR TRUMAN AND HIS CROUP. THIRTEEN SEPARATE FIRMS IN DENVER, COlOUWft, 
SHARED IN THE PRIFABRICATtON OPERATION FOR DESTROYER-ESCORTS, AND ICTS, ITHE AMPHIBIOUS CRAfT PICTURED ON THI MARE ISLANB 
ASSEMBLY LINE, TOP-CENTER. ON THE OPPOSITE PAGE I OUR HUGE FLOATING CRANE WAITS IN THE BACKGROUND TO LIFT THf FINISHED PRODUCT 
OVER THE CAISSON TO THE CHANNEL . . . OTHER DISTINGUISHED VISITORS TO MARE ISLAND IN 1944 WERE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AMD 
MANAGEMENT HEADS OF THE SANTA FE EAILROAO (PICTUIEO LOWU RIGHT AS THf Y WEtC WEICOMCO BY ADMIIAL TISOAU AMD HU STAfP). 
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THE GREATEST VEflRS 



AS OUR ARMY AND NAVY STARTED DOWN THt HOM{ STRtTCH TO VICTORY, 
IN 1944-«S, THE MARE ISLAND COMMAND GIRDtO ITSELF TO MEET THE CHAU 
LENOE OF THE AU-OUT FINAl DRIVES, CREW TO PEAK SIZE IN PLANT AND 
PERSONNEL. BY LATE 1944 AND THROUGH 194S TO THE END OF THE WAR. 
THE MARE ISLAND COMMAND, UNDER REAR ADMIRAL TISDALE, INCLUDED 
THE HOME YARD OF MARE ISLAND, THE AUXILIARY YARD AT HUNTERS POINT 
(COMMANDED FIRST BY THEN CAPTAIN N. L. RAWLINOS, USN, AND LATER 
BY COMMODORE J. W. FOWLER. USN), AND SUPERVISION OF NAVAL REPAIR 
IN UPWARD TO 30 PRIVATE SHIPYARDS THROUGHOUT THE BAY ARIA. IN 
AOOITION, THIS GREATEST NAVAL REPAIR AND CONSTRUCTION COMMAND 
OF ALL TIME INCLUDED SUPERVISION OF PREFABRICATtON WORK IN COLO- 
RADO. AND SPECIAL CONTRACT WORK "FARMED OUT" TO SMALL BUSINESSES 
ALL OVER THE WESTERN STATES. 

PREPARATION FOR THE FRAMEWORK OF THIS NAVAL REPAIR AND CON- 
STRUCTION EMPIRE WAS STARTED BEFORE THE WAR BY ADMIRAL FRIEDELL 
AND HIS ASSISTANTS, BUT AT NO TIME WAS IT GREATER IN SIZE AND OUTPUT 
THAN IN THE CLOSING MONTHS OF THE WAR, WHEN OVER 150,000 MEN AND 
WOMEN ON SAN FRANCISCO BAY, AND THROUGHOUT THE WESTERN UNITED 
STATES, LABORED MIGHTILY TO BACK UP THE FINAL PUSH ON JAPAN, SO 
COSnV IN MEN AND SHIPS. 

IN THOSE DAYS THE FANATICAL FURY OF JAPANESE SUICIDE "KAMIKAZE" 
riLOTS TOOK THEIR GREATEST TOLL. SHIP AFTER SHIP RETURNED TO SAN 
FRANCISCO IN URGENT NEED OF REPAIRS. AVAILABILITY DATES ASSIGNED 
■Y THE PACIFIC COMMAND WERE UNUSUALLY SNORT. THOSE SHIPS WERE 
NEEDED BACK IN A HURRY. CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES FROM ADMIRAL 
NIMITZ AND HIS FLEET COMMANDS ATTEST TO THE SPEEDY AND EFFICIENT 
REPAIR OF THESE PRIORITY JOBS. IT WAS DURING THOSE DAYS THAT MARE 
ISLAND NAVT YARD AND ALL UNITS UNDER THE MARE ISLAND COMMAND 
EARNED THEIR GREATEST GLORY, AND COMPLETED THIS PROUD WAR RECORD: 

NAVAL VESSELS CONSTRUCTED 392 

SHIPS REPAIRED AND OVERHAULED 4,560 

COMMANDING THE WESTERN SEA FRONTIER DURING THE FINAL DAYS Or 
WAR WAS ADMIRAL ROYAL INGERSOLL, USN, AND AT THE HELM OF THE 
13TH NAVAL DISTRICT WAS REAR ADMIRAL CARLETON WRIGHT, USN "BOSS- 
MJLN" AT THE NAVY YARD FROM 28 JANUARY 1944 UNTIL ITS DISESTABLISH- 
MEMI ON M NOVEMAER 19*6 WAS REAR ADMIRAL MAHLON S. TISDALE, USN. 
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REAR ADMIRAl RAWLINCS 





cammoDORE fowler 



ONE Of MANY BAT AREA PRIVATE SHIPYARO& OOINC NAVM 



WHITE LINE, SUPER-IMPOSED ON AERIAL VIEW OF HUNTERS POINT IN 1945, 
INDICATES SIZE OF THAT YARD BEFORE ENLARGEMENT BEGAN IN 1941. 
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inOUSTRIRL BEflUTV 

MARE ISLAND IS A CITADEL OF PRODUCTION AND SERVICE, BUT MARE ISLAND ALSO HAS 
THE RUGGED BEAUTY LACKING IN MANY ANOTHER INDUSTRIAL CENTER. FROM THE AIR OR 
FROM THE GROUND, IMPRESSIVE VIEWS GREET THE VISITOR. THE GIANT MACHINE SHOP, 
1,000 FEET LONG AND LARGEST OF ITS KIND WEST OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER, STANDS 
MAJESTICALLY IN THE CENTRAL PART OF THE YARD. THE FINGER PIERS AT THE SOUTH END 
REACH OUT HUNGRILY FOR THE SHIPS THAT COME IN, OFFERING PROTECTIVE HAVEN, AS 
WORKMEN STREAM ABOARD TO REPAIR THE WOUNDS, MAKE OLD PARTS NEW. THE 
TEEMING WATERFRONT NEVER CEASED TO BE A BEEHIVE OF ACTIVITY THROUGHOUT 
THE WAR. THE VERY STRENGTH OF CHARACTER AND PURPOSE BROUGHT HERE BY THE 
STURDY PIONEER SHIPBUILDERS OF LONG AGO SEEMS TO BE REFLECTED IN THE WELL SPACED 
BUILDINGS, MASSIVE PIERS, AND GIANT CRANES THAT COVER MARE ISLAND . . . INDUS- 
TRIAL ACTIVITIES, ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDINGS, NAVAL AND MARINECOMPOUNDS, RECRE- 
ATIONAL AREAS, WATERFRONT AND AMMUNITION DEPOT, ALL THE MANY COMPONENTS 
OF MARE ISLAND ARE CAREFULLY LAID OUT ACROSS ITS 2,247 ACRES ... THE LARGEST 
SINGLE NAVAL SHIPYARD IN AREA IN THE WORLD. 





POWER AND SUPPLr . . . FIREFIGHTERS SCHOOL 
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OLDEST SHOP . . . BEAUTY AND PRODUCTION 




SAILORS' BARRACKS . . . RODMAN CENTER 





MODERN AGE ELECTRONICS . . . ADMINISTRATION 





SHIPFITTERS . . . ELECTRIC AND MACHINE SHOP 



mnRE ISLflRD nnURL SHIPVARD, URLLEJO, CflLIFORniR, BORR TO fl TASK 




ON M NOVEMBER 1945 MARE ISLAND REACHED ANOTHER MIIE- 
ffONE IN ITS HISTORY. ON THAT DAT NAVY YARD, MARE ISLAND, 
WAS DISESTABLISHED. ITS LAST COMMANDANT, REAR ADMIRAL TIS- 
OALE. ASSUMED HIS NEW COMMAND OF THE U. S. NAVAL BASE, SAN 
FftANCISCO, THE OLD NAVY YARD BECAME MARE ISLAND NAVAL 
SHIPYARD, VALLEJO, CALIFORNIA, UNDER ITS NEW COMMANDER, 
REAR ADMIRAL KLEIN. 
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ALTHOUGH MARE ISLAND CHANGED IN NAME, IT DID NOT CHANGE 
IN SPIRIT, SKILL, AND INDUSTRY. WITH TYPICAL VIGOR, THE NEW 
SHIPYARD, UNDER ITS NEW COMMANDER, ADMIRAL KLEIN. TURNED 
TO THE TASK OF KEEPING THE "MAGIC CARPET" VESSELS SUNNING, 
BRINGING THE MEN HOME, AND TO THE IMPORTANT JOB OF PRE- 
PARING DESTROYERS, CRUISERS AND SUBMARINES FOR THE RESERVE 
FLEETS. NO "RED LEAD ROWS" AFTER THIS WAR. THE MIGHT OF THE 
FLEET MUST BE CAREFULLY PRESERVED, BE READY FOR ANY EMER- 
GENCY ON A MOMENT'S NOTICE . . . JUST AS THE SKILLED REPAIR 
AND OVERHAUL OF THE SHIPS OF THE ACTIVE FLEET MUST GO ON, 
SO DID THE CARE Of THE WOUNDED AND SICK CONTINUE WITH 
THE SAME SKILL AND PATIENCE AT THE HOSPITAL. AS ALWAYS, 
THE SUFFERING STILL COME FIRST, MUST ALWAYS BE REMEMBERED. 




summflRv OF n job iuell oone 

protjtfction erptrli. wtll ormimrvtd dMH *f th« Jfd H^tt, comfnaFrd^d br Vl<# A<jmir«l H«wird F. 
KirrqniAn, USN. and rJfat iubm4r*rt*i and ttfidtrt of th« IWi Ft*«t, conimandtd b^ Warfvrn 5«« 
Frontitf Cemmandani Admiral R. S Edwardi. USK, li* tlanq tha watarfront, T>t« raqular work of 
f«utfn« ovari>aul and rapair of th« activa itmmt confimia^. THa fob of 1h* liitpvard go«i on, 

la'or* turnmo to a look at Ih* fufur*, it f^oufd ba vail to rtvTaw th« briM!anf conitructlon and 
r«pa>r racordi Of tha amployaat of Mara liland during fha «ar f^Mn. Aft avcallafft lummanr of thaw 
aefi'vitiai wai publlthad In th* ' Grap**cna'i' Na«v Day adition for \HS: llluttrativa paluqat ara 
raproducad hart: 

'Win itw fnni)ci>iMr»ii of ieft l*vr Islmt ittrktiun ctuurr irounl tiii kntt It Hxne futitrt diu and 
ink ti^m. Wlut did ;ea do dur.n9 ihr Cmt War, Gfindn'' he a/t (fII Ibfin thit tic msi^ti n tbr Nmy Yard 
IMI Nil) S '.ub imawt, 14 utmarifin. 34 dnueixr nctru. 216 LCT-6s, and 97 LCT-5t tvting tli« dan of tJw 
aorld-wiilf tenflict ■' Un4 it w diiPCT** li« ccgW lell Itwra tin Yard altd lumrt out itumetma VFl, VRl, ¥S(h 
Jfid rosi 

Th» Navy Dai. l^dS, commiiiionim) of ihp lub Krdfr Nff»u5 *a3 Ifw fiftR JufJi fwnl Mare Iiland marted ug 
iintf th» 6,5 and brauttful futlcn ilid diwn h<r «an on 27 C>«fnit»r 1940," 

■Wiihin l«i !Mn a r«Ji, en 17 0«ember 1941. iti* ttndjr Sptrry sped down Miff hland'j No. I wain, 
jn<j m iKt than j wnli, tf>e linl plam of th« U S S Suthndl iwun^ mu potiliofl. 

Nine nicnihi latrr, on 14 S^ptcmlKr 1943. th( Su^hndl dipped into thr waten of the Mirc (stand channel 
anO made room for the Gifmofr, 

'An honorary welder put (he ftrit lack en the CUmorf'i kMl on 12 Dec»r«b!' 1^42, and (!» 16 Seplember 
19d3 ihe found herielf dripping champajnf and being nubbed into a quay berth xi Yard Aorliinen once mart 
reattied the ttilNhot wari for the bulldinii at another ihip of her dais. 

That thip y>« tlw fjrrfuj Bfp" on 11 .••0:t I^Sj i i '• *ai laurrtieS 'n 12 PeSmary IMS 

'Uesujried la »M<r, 'efil, supply a«d service the sh)w of the vut U. 5. Submarine Fle«, Mare hland'i 
tenders left lor *ar vrvice as complete floating Fdavy Yards yvitti the population of small citief. 

'Tt>ey tended their ttroodt of lubmarinn like efficient mothers and no small part of the succrsi of Amefics'i 
fybi during the war jgaml the Am powers can be laid t« the competenl care of the hard-muting tenders. 

^'tn marry instances it wai the prompt and pref^iient attentions administered by Ihe Mare tjlartd-bullt 
f^ulton, Speny, Bushnell and dimve that sent subt iixe the Mare Island-huilt Tuna, Gudgeon, Silnenldci and 
Trigger back into action iigiin after iitey had iuffe<ed the ordeals sf pvnishing «ar patrsls, 

"The Tuna, Cudgeen, Silnerjldes and Trigger Hert but four of the 19 subntafinet constriKUd bera ai Uie 
mar raged. 

After the Trigger came the Wahoo, Whale, SturfiiJi atsd Tuwiy Then the Tinasa, Tiillibee, Seahorse, Skate, 
Tang, Titefish and Spadefisn And lastly, the Trepang, Spot, Springrf and Stkktetack. 

During the height sf the mar, ornly toili suOmarinn aent skidding into the Hart bUnd cianoel laitA soOi 
mcnWiOT Wi (reijtiencjF Ui« pEiing mrkmen no longer paused to oattfi a launching. 

"But Iheu utite anriimen pttm pacsed la itonder ithat lupperied (s these sleek, bfack onderKas raiden 
one* they left Ware tjland and headed out into deadly seas. 

'JO tOBl amlly they knew, as «hen the gnm »ofdJ time through that the Gudgeon, tJve Pompano, t»e Waboo^ 
the Trigger, the Tullibee, the Tjng and the Swordfiih arert long ontrdue and mist Oe presumed i«it.' 

■ 8ui m most casev .1 was not until the war was etee and the wrapt of ratal cemorjhip lifted frem the 
sileni service' (hat "^irS workmen learned of the magnifKiBl feau the shipi performed •hicn they had nelped 
build II was not unil then that they knew the vital part these Ware bland ships had played m winning the 
struggle against a cunning and ruthless enemy. 

'Then, as woed tame over the Yard public address system at 4i01 p,ra, on Toesdar, 14 August 1945, tliat 
Ihe Japanese Erapirr had gone down to defeat and that the war «ai over, stories began ta pour In. 

'The Seahorse, launched here on 9 January 1943. h«l sunk 2b enemy ships, received the Presidential Unit 
Citation, torpedoed a Jiiji sub off Saipan, withstood 16 hours of depth charging at 40 fathami. 

'The Spadefish. launched here on 8 January 1944, had sunk and damaged 32 ships totaling ltO,000 Ions, 
earned the PresuJentuI Uml CiUliwi and four Nany Crosses, sunk a Jap rLamer and destroyer. 

'The Springer, launched here on 3 August 1944, (vad got (our enemy destroyers, rescued nine B-29 flyers 
from the waters off Tokyo, shock otf 24 depth charges while stalking a Japanese transport ihip. 

The Sunfisn, launched here on 2 May 1942, had destroyed 167,000 tons of enemy shipping, sunk or damaged 
42 ships, patroled off Truk and Saipan during carrier strikes at these islands, sunk two lead ships of a Jap convtqi 
off Honshu, sunk 14 tea trucks in a ihree-hour gun battle in the Kuriles. 

"The Tinosa, launched here on 7 October 1942, had sunk 24 Nipponese ships, damaged aliw, destroyed 
245,000 tons sf enemy shipping, survived bsmti damage off Truk. 

"And so It went. Every day new stories of heroism, daring and branery involving Mare Island-hillt uibmaflnei 
came off the press wires and over the radio 

"Mare Islaitders were proud of the submanres their hands and hearts had praduced. 

'But they were also prcud cf their Oti: their iviih, maneuverable little destroyer escorts that (ilayed such J 
key role m licking the Naii iubn-anne meoace in the Atlantic and made the sea lar<s safe for the migiiij United 
Vationi' convoys which suptilied the men and materials (or the invaitoi) of France and Ibe drme to Berlin. 

"Ounng (he Mare Island OE program, nnicn started on 28 Fetiruary 1^2 with the keel laying of tJM 
Srenrsan and tne DoAerty, and continued ai through tne launching of the HaJsey on U April 1944, Mare Island 
sent 34 fleet and deadly destroyer escorts oft to ine wars 

"From the mile-high city of Demer. Colorado, came prefabricated sections of OEs to be assembled herv on 
building ways Ahich sttmed Is i^ing inie eiisteoce overnight on use nerthem lip of Mare Island. 

'Wiat erice wu a useless tvle marshland suddenly alosscmed into a humming beehive of shipbuilding actklty 
Ihat produced the answee to the Gfrman U-bcat threat and sent the •icious wolf packs scurrying back to tlieir 
concrete lairs m the Hun homeland 

'By 12 Ottcber 1943 Mare Island Had already launched what an«»nted U a small Na«)i In Itsdt, but ca this 
date still another ihipbuildinq prcgram started here. 

'Mere beaches ha>e to be taken, said the Navy, and we've got to hate more landing craft to lalte Uiem altb. 

"Mare Island premised and delivered those landir^ cralt. During the program, which started on 12 Octo^ 
1943 with the keel laying of the LCT-6S 914 and 915 and ended with tne launthing of the LCT-6 1390. Mare 
Island produced 216 of this type ol craft, and 87 LCT-St. 

'Up onto Ihe beaches of Normandy and the Jap, held islands of the Pacific went the landing craft built by 
(he Mare Island Navy Yard, Out ol (hem poured the manpower and firepower (hat set the enemy (ottering and 
eventually pounded him Into submission. 

'Mainly, this IS the stcry o< (he part Mare Island's new csnttructlon program played In the final defeat 
of the ^xis, 

"But behind il all shines Ihe efforts and sweat of (housands of American men and women from tvety state In 
the Union who toiled here to make (his story possible. 

They came from every corner, crossroad and plain in the United States, and irom all walki of life. They 
Aere of every color, face and creed." 

They helped build the ships and (hey helped repair and overhaul the ships. For, from the uflforgetuble Sunday 
morning ol 7 December 1941 to the unforgettable afternowi af 14 August 1945, when the sands of the Japanese 
Empire hai) run out Jind the tables of tiir had made their complete turning. Mare Island employees had completed 
766 separate repair and overhaul assignments. (This remarkable record did not include the thousAnds ol repair 
iOf» carried out at Hunters Point, and under the supervision of tne Mare Island command through the Assistant 
Industrial Manager at the Ferry Building, San Franc tsc9.> 

"The names of the f.ghting craft repaired here and sent back to battle reads like a rosier of the hero shipi 
^ni^n blasted the enemy Irom the high seas 

Man^ of these ships ,vill never again be seen in Mare Island finger piers cr drydocks. They hounded and 
(iDvnded the Japanese trom the Aleutians to the home islands; they gate better than ihey took, and they went 
dOMn fighting. 

Gone from the scene itt the Mare Island nartime>reMirtd cruisers Astoria, Helena, IndUnapbfli and 
Vincennes, and the Mare Islandbullt and repaired Chlcags, 

"Gene alto are the na'Dme-rtiMifeii subs Albacora, Flier. Grampus. Harder. Pickerel, Pompana, Taof, Wakso, 
S-27 and S28, the auiiliann Kanawha and McKean. and the destroyers Abner Read, Benham, Blue, Stab, 
Cushtng, 6«ln, Henley. Hull, Jarvis. Mahan. Monaghan, O'Sfien, Pwnjtt, PerWni, Porter, Preston, Reld, Tucker, 
Waike. William 0. Porter and Worden. 

They were all part of the vist fleet of ships that was repaired here between 7 December 1941 and 14 August 
1945. and Maie Islanders knew them well 

"No Yard workman who was a part of the Yarn's repair ere* will ever forget the battle damage projects 
atwatd ships like the Denver, Helena, San Francisco, Alchlba, Slurw, Cassin, Dovines, Huelwood and Isherwood. 
"The project aboard the Denver alone took 173,671 man-days lo complete, and (ha( aboard Ihe Alchlba, 
Ahkls to» three torpedo hits, 81,399 man. days lo finish. 

"Mare Islands tremendous job on the destroyers Shaw, Casiin and Downes made battle repair history. 
Virtually torn In half during the Pearl Harbor day bombing, the Shaw, fitted wi(h a temporary bcm and 
navigated Irom the alter deck house, ploughed her way across the Pacific to find a new bow and bridge waiting 
I Of her a I Mare Island. 

"When she sailed to revenge her wounds, she was i belter and mote itioderit ship than (he one the Japs 
IhDughi they had destroyed on 7 December. 

"Cauotii in dndoch and bombed relentlessly during the sneak adack, (he destroyers CauIn and Downes were 
ru iir.iilf destroytd as to make their repair practically a new construction tab. 

Wort began here m what was left ol Ihe Downev on 15 October 1942. and work on the blasted and 
hLuliened Cavvin began on 16 Novrnibcr of the same year 

' By 4 Otitinttcr 1941 work on the Downes was completen and the was ready to strike back at the enemy that 
hid stabbed here in the back By 19 February 1944 Ihe Cassin, loo, was armed and set tor action. 

Struck at her walerline by a torpedo, the cruiser Helena later sunk In the Kula Culf In Mf of 1943, 
•as MMIvr Pearl Harbor casualtn that Mare Island aulikly put back ln(o the fightinf lineup 

Later on in Ihe war. as the Nips read the handwritirsg en their Shinto Shrines and fuhtely sought to stave 
oil the irK-iiiable &■ Hurling luicide planes into American warships. Ihe deitro)<rs Haielwood and isherwood 
pulled Into Mare Island with their decks and superstructures a shambles from the ellecis of (he Kamikat^ 

' Yjr4 workers dug in, and only the end of the war saved Ihe Japs from more destruction at the hands af 
theie riero ships 

"SYilh (very typr of carrier ur>|r< igr the linal drive on Japan, the battle stained and stisUWd 

Cowpent nas forced la tie up here k' 'hj( was long overdue 

' the jppcal went eut from Naviii ' .10 get tier back intu action in a hurry. 
Marc Island got hrr back in a huiry 

The list of ships rvprfired hrie durltig the dark and deadly days ul the war Is a long one, and every name 
on that list brings lia,.k mrmortes ol M,ve Island blood, sweat and tears 

"There are cruise's like the Sia Oiego, who led the way mio Tokyo Bay for Ihe signing of the Japanae 
surrender, the Salt Lake City, Si Louis. Boise. Chrsirr, Oeuoit. Honolulu. Minneapolis, Nashville, New Orleans, 
Phoenn Pordaml Raleigh and Trenton 

' Destroyers like the Paul Joiici, heroic old lour-itaiker ol the 'red lead fleet,' and the O'Bannsn, Caldwell, 
Ounlap, Fletcher. Uaiisciuort Hopewell, Jenkins and Meande. 

' Only a lew of Ihe 517 ships wnich this Yard repaired during the war (manjr of them two, three and four 
iimesi have (seen menlloiied. but f^Afe Islnpd ^grkmen need no mention of them to brlni| them to mind. 

'Ihey worked on them, Ihoy stpl Ihem back Inlo action when they were sorely needed, they remember them." 
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TODAY, MARE ISLAND. OUR NATION AND THE ENTIRE WORLD STAND AT 
THE CROSSROADS OF CIVILIZATION, ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE ERA OF 
ATOMIC POWER. THE RESULTS FROM HIROSHIMA, NAGASAKI AND FROM THE 
BIKINI ATOMIC BOMB TESTS HAVE PLACED A GRAVE RESPONSIBILITy UPON 
THE SHOULDERS OF OUB DIPLOMATS VICE ADMIRAL W, H P. BLANDY, USN, 
COMMANDER OF JOINT ARMY-NAVY TASK FORCE ONE. WHO DIRECTED THE 
BIKINI TESTS, HAS PUBLICLY STATED THE ONLY SURE DEFENSE AGAINST ATOMIC 
BOMBS WOULD BE THE OUTLAWING OF THEIR USE AS WEAPONS OF WAR. 
BUT, LACKING CERTAIN, UNBREAKABLE AND PERMANENT GUARANTEES SAT- 
ISFACTORY TO ALL NATIONS FOR SUCH ATOMIC CONTROL, THE RESULTS FROM 
BIKINI HAVE GIVEN US MANY VALUABLE GUIDEPOSTS TO KEEPING THE NAVY 
STRONG AS A MODERN DEFENSE AGAINST ANY POSSIBLE ATTACK IN THIS 
NEW ERA. 

RADICAL CHANGES IN TACTICS AND DESIGN HAVE ALREAOY BEEN INDU 
CATED. IN THE LATTER FIELD, MARE ISLAND AGAIN STANDS READY TO CARRY 
OUT ITS APPOINTED TASK. HOWEVER, ONE LESSON. LEARNED AFTER WORLD 
WAB t, IS ALREADY BEING FORGOTTEN. SEVERE LIMITATIONS IN ARMY AND 
NAVY BUDGETS HAS REDUCED EMPLOYMENT FROM A PEAK OF 42,000 TO A 
BARE 12,000 MEN AND WOMEN. MANY SKILLED CRAFTSMEN HAVE BEEN LOST, 
CONE TO OTHER FIELDS OF ENDEAVOR. HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF IN ITS STU- 
PIDITIES AS WELL AS IN ITS TRIUMPHS. BUT MARE ISLAND, BECAUSE OF ITS 
HERITAGE OF NEARLY 100 YEARS OF SKILLED BEPAIB AND CONSTBUCTION OF 
NAVAL SHIPS, WILL MEET THE ECONOMIC CHALLENGE AGAIN. BE EVER READY 
TO DO ITS PART IN KEEPING THE UNITED NAVY STRONG AND PREPARED FOR 
ANY EVENTUALITY, 

IT IS OUR HERITAGE OF THE PAST, THE SKILLS ACQUIRED, THE EXPERIENCE 
ACCUMULATED, THAT HAS MADE US WHAT WE ARE TODAY. WE ARE DEPEND- 
ENT UPON OUR PAST FOR OUR GROWTH IN THE FUTURE. MISTAKES OF THE 
PAST SHOULD NOT BE FORGOTTEN. LESSONS LEARNED SHOULD NOT PASS 
UNHEEDED. 

WE MUST REMEMBER THE PAST AS WE LOOK TO THE FUTURE. WE SHOULD 
REMEMBER NOT ONLY THE PRACTICAL TEACHINGS OF EXPERIENCE IN SHIP- 
BUILDING AND REPAIR. BUT THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF MANY WORKMEN TO 
THE GROWING "KNOW-HOW" WE HAVE ACCUMULATED. THE "OLD-TIMERS" 
WILL ALWAYS BE OUR BRIDGE OF SKILLS FROM THE PAST, THROUGH THE PRES- 
ENT, TO THE FUTURE NOR MUST WE FORGET THE SACRIFICES OF THOSE WHO 
FOUGHT AND DIED ON THE FIELDS OF BATTLE, OR IN THE LINES OF PRODUC- 
TION HERE AT MARE ISLAND, NOR YET THE LIVING, WHOSE SACRIFICE 
BROUGHT THEM TO A HOSPITAL BED. WE MUST, AS WE DID DURING THE WAR, 
EVER LEND OUR SUPPORT TO A STRONG UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT, IN 
INDUSTRIAL EFFORT, MOBALLY, AND THROUGH THE PURCHASES OF UNITED 
STATES BONDS. 

THE COMPOSITE OF OUR PAST PROVIDES THE OVERTONES OF OUR FUTURE. 
THE DIRECTION OF OUB PATHS LIES IN THE HANDS OF OUR LEADERS, DEALING 
ACROSS INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARIES. WE PRAY THAT SUCH MEN, BORN TO 
GOODWILL, WILL FORGE AN INDESTRUCTIBLE CHAIN OF PEACE AROUND THE 
WORLD. IT WILL EVER BE OUR TASK TO KEEP THE UNITED STATES STRONG, 
SHOULD ONE OF THE LINKS OF THAT CHAIN EVER PART. 

AS WE LOOK TO THE FUTURE, OUR LEADERS ABOUT MARE ISLAND ARE 
STRONG MEN. SKILLED AND DETERMINED; ADMIRAL EDWARDS, COMMAN- 
DANT, WESTERN SEA FRONTIER; VICE ADMIBAL KINGMAN, COMMANDER, 
3RD FLEET; REAR ADMIRAL BEARY. COMMANDANT, UTH NAVAL DISTRICT; 
REAR ADMIRAL TISDALE, COMMANDANT. NAVAL BASE. SAN FRANCISCO; 
REAR ADMIRAL KLEIN, COMMANDEB. MARE ISLAND NAVAL SHIPYARD IN 
WASHINGTON, OUR SECRETARY OF THE NAVY FORRESTAL STILL HOLDS THE 
HELM, WITH HIS UNDER SECRETARY SULLIVAN. AND ASSISTANT SECRETARIES 
AND NAVY CHIEFS. ALL THESE AND MANY MORE MAKE UP THE TEAM DIRECT- 
ING THE PROGRESS OF MARE ISLAND ALONG A PATH OF DESTINY WHICH 
WILL BE SHARED WITH THE WHOLE WORLD 

INDEED. THE FUTURE OF MANKIND. WHETHER IN WAR OR PEACE, CAN BE 
SUMMED UP IN THREE PICTURES ON THE OPPOSITE PAGE: OUR YOUNGER 
GENERATION. GROWING UP: THE UNITED NATIONS, PICTURED AS THEY VIS- 
ITED MARE ISLAND IN 1945: AND THE ATOMIC BOMB EXPLOSION ON BAKER 
DAY AT BIKINI BUT, THE IMPLORATIONS OF THIS PICTURE SEQUENCE MAY NOT 
BE HEEDED. THEREFORE WE MUST, AND WE WILL, BE PREPARED TO BACK UP 
THE SHIPS THAT GO TO SEA WITH THE INDUSTRIAL MIGHT OF MARE ISLAND 
IN THIS WORLD OF ELECTRONICS AND ATOMIC POWER. 
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SUBmflRinE TEHDER U.S.S. HEREUS 

IflUnCHED FEBRUflRV12, 1945 



1 





[' 



mflRe iSLRRD nnuv vrrd 

VALLEJO, CALIFORNIA 
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URLLEJO, CflUFORnifl 

THE NAVAL CITY OF THE WEST 
ACROSS THE CHANNEL FROM 
MARE ISLAND NAVY YARD 









